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THE GLORY OF THE CROSS. 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, 

•* This is a eood volume. With careful pains the author shows 
us the successive scenes of the crucifixion, and teaches us their 
meanings. He makes his instructions vivid and bright with well- 
chosen epithet and illustration, and presses the conscience with 
energy to receive the gospel of love.*'— i?r. Dykes, in the British 
andForeigyt Evangelical Review. 

** A choice theme, handled with much reverence and spiritual 
power.'* — C. H. Spurgeon, in the Sword and Trowel. 

*' Rich in gospel truth, conveyed in a lucid, vivacious, and 
picturesque style, that rises frequently into eloquence." — 
Messenger of E. P. Church, 

** We welcome this book with an ungrudging word of praise. 
In this man's work there is point and force, and, from time to 
time, there is a certain flash of the eloquence of a man who is for 
the time absorbed in what he is saying.'* — Weekly Review. 

** Forcible expositions of gospel truth ; the style— fresh, 
earnest, and vivacious, often rising to eloquence, while the 
' accent of conviction ' runs through the whole, raising and sus- 
taining a living interest from the beginning to the end of the 
volume.** — The Freeman, 

"We heartily recommend our readers to purchase this work 
and give it a careful peiusal. The solemnity of the hour when 
these words were spoken is kept before the reader, while the 
practical application to us is carefully presented.'^ — The British 
Evangelist. 

" All these Sermons are terse, logical, and eloquent. We do 
not wonder that those who heard them desired their author to 
have them printed, that they might become better acquainted 
j with compositions of so much force and vigour." — Brighton Daily 
Mail. 
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PREFACE 

TO THE 

SECOND EDITION 



T^HAT a second edition of this little 
^ book should so soon be called 

for, has quite exceeded my expectations. 

In this new and cheaper form I hope 
it may receive as kindly a welcome as 
it did before, and that it may still be 
of service in giving to some of God's 
children a glimpse of the Glory of the 
Cross . 

Brighton, 

Afarchf 1877. 
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that fill not this puny globe alone, but 
the whole universe of God -, influences 
felt amid the shades of eternal darkness 
and the blaze of uncreated light ; in- 
fluences which modify the spiritual con- 
dition not only of all men past, present, 
and to come, but of all creatures fallen 
and unfallen ; yea, influences which affect 
in a degree infinite and inexpressible the 
very Deity Himself, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. The Cross is the core of 
Christianity, and to unfold its mystery is 
to unfold the whole Divine testimony. 
The twofold burden of all testimony from 
the beginning has been the truth con- 
cerning God and concerning man. Every 
Divine messenger and every Divine ordi- 
nance, the record of every judgment or 
gracious providence in Scripture, is the 
voice of God testifying to man, " Thou 
hast destroyed thyself," but with the in- 
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variable addition, "in Me is thy help." 
But it is only at the Cross that this 
testimony is completed. Here alone is 
it fully manifested how absolute is the 
destruction and how wondrous is the 
help. Here these two great lines of testi- 
mony meet and are substantiated, and the 
whole truth is revealed concerning Gk)d 
and concerning man. 

At the Cross we behold humanity in 
all its enmity against God. We see man 
the tool and dupe of Satan, forgetting 
all his divisions, and united only in 
hatred to the man Christ Jesus. Pilate 
and Herod cement their broken friend- 
ship with His blood. Pharisee and Sad- 
ducee forget their feuds in crying, *' Away 
with Him ! away with Him ! Crucify 
Him ! crucify Him ! " Even the outcasts 
of society claim kin with the respectable 

by uniting with them in heaping mockery 
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mind ! And how astonishing, how un- 
earthly was His self-sacrifice for those 
who were sinful and lost ! How clearly 
was it shown that He loved His own 
better than life : " Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends." Surely, then, we 
see here humanity " sublimated to the 
highest pitch in love and obedience to 
God and in . compassion and faithfulness 
to man.'* Here we behold Jesus clinging 
as it were with one hand to the right- 
eousness of God — He would not have one 
stroke abated — and with the other laying 
hold on miserable sinners — He cannot let 
them go. He will at all cost extricate 
them from the power and penalty of sin- 
Thus if before His birth He was called 
Jesus, by His death He earned that high- 
est name. Here He substantiated His 
claims to all those precious names and 
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titles and offices that belong to " the seed 
of the woman." . By it He became prophet, 
priest, king, the way, the truth, the life ; 
yea, every crown wherewith He will be 
crowned was earned at Calvary. Jesus, 
therefore, looked forward not only through 
His lifetime but from all eternity to "the 
death which He should accomplish at Jeru- 
salem." This was ever in His thoughts. 
His great work ; and as the Cross is the 
foundation of all the glory given to Jesus 
as the faithful witness, so is it the only 
resting-place of the human heart. Truly 
does the poet sing, " Through all times, 
through all eternities, has my spirit rest- 
less wandered, but nothing seized my 
whole heart until I came to Golgotha." 

When Jesus was crucified, seven times 
He opened His lips and spake ; and we 
would ask you to draw near and listen to 
these seven wondrous words as a Divine 
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and touching exposition of The Glory 
OF THE Cros». How often have we heard 
these words falling on our ears, now 
dark and mysterious, and again clear and 
bright ; now nK>st sad an<l solemn, again 
nK>st sweet and tender ; at one time faint 
and low, like the sigh of a broken heart ; 
at another strong and majestic, like the 
shout of a conquering hero. Pondering 
them we have sometimes been inclined to 
think that they do not need to be ex- 
pounded, but only listened to ; that 
** though deeper than the sea and higher 
than the heavens, they are at the same 
time brighter than the sun, and need not 
the lamplight of our explanations." But 
again we have felt that the Spirit is given 
to guide into all truth, and that depending 
on Him we could look for such an un- 
folding of the truth contained in these 
words as would be profitable for both 



The Glory of the Cross. 9 

saint and sinner ; and, moreover, as it is 
usual and natural for us to attach great 
weight to dying words, to ponder them 
deeply and treasure them carefully, so we 
feel that these dying words of our Saviour 
are above all others worthy of our deepest 
attention, our profoundest study, and our 
fullest explanation. 

No one evangelist gives all the seven 
words ; their records are four voices, 
which together make full symphony : and 
first we would arrange these words in the 
order in which we consider they were 
uttered. The first was in all probability 
spoken when Jesus was lying on the un- 
erected Cross, and while His executioners 
were driving che nails into His hands and 
feet; then, looking up to heaven, he said, 
" Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do." A considerable interval 
elapses. In the full sight of that mocking 
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crowd, in whose mouth is the poison of 
asps, He has been hanging, the Lamb of 
God, opening not His mouth. But hark ! 
the cry of a suppliant reaches His ear -, 
the dying thief by His side entreats, 
" Lord, remember me when Thou comest 
in Thy kingdom ; " and in answer to this 
appeal He utters the second word, 
" Verily, I say unto thee, to-day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise." Then 
looking outward on the crowd which sur- 
rounds His Cross He beholds His mother, 
and beside her the disciple whom He 
loved ; and fixing His gaze on them He 
says to Mary, " Woman, behold thy 
son ; " and to John, " Behold thy mother.'* 
This is the third word. Then the torture 
that He is enduring begins to tell upon 
His frame, a burning thirst parches His 
lips, and, moreover. He knows that He is 
approaching the dark and dread centre of 
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His agony, the culminating point of His 
sacrifice. He also remembers that there 
is one word still unfulfilled, and that it 
might be fulfilled utters the fourth word, 
saying, with a faint voice, " I thirst." 
They gave Him to drink, vinegar mingled 
with gall, and then darkness swallowed up 
the noon-day — a darkness which lasted 
from the sixth to the ninth hour. Silence 
dread and awful reigned throughout this 
period, broken at last by the agonising 
cry, " My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me ? " Scarcely had the words 
been uttered when the darkness rolled 
away, the sun broke out again upon the 
scene, and Jesus, looking back on all that 
He had done and suffered^ on that blackness 
of darkness past and gone for ever, like a 
conquering hero cries, "It is finished ! " 
His work is done, the victory is gained ; 
sin, death, and hell are all subdued. And 
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now, His heart for ever freed from that 
awful weight of sin which had so lately 
crushed it down, with triumphant bound- 
ing joy He cries, ** Father into Thy hands 
I commend my spirit." 

These words being Seven we might 
naturally expect them to fall into two 
groups, as do the seven petitions of the 
Lord's Prayer ; and in this expectation we 
are not disappointed : we find that the 
first four words have all of them a dis- 
tinct reference to man, the last three to 
God. The first is " Father, forgive thtiriy'' 
— those who surround His Cross, those 
who are guilty of His death. The second 
was spoken to the penitent thief; the 
third to Mary and John. The fourth was 
uttered because He remembered that one 
word was still unfulfilled — " they gave me 
vinegar to drink." Thus all four have a 
very definite reference to man. But hence- 
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forth in these utterances man is set aside ; 
in the last three it is God, His work, 
His Father, that occupy the thoughts of 
Jesus. The two groups are, indeed, 
separated by the hand of God Himself. 
Between the first four and the last three 
there intervenes that deep and mysterious 
darkness by which God, as it were, 
draws a veil across the solemn scene, 
shutting out all creatures, angelic and 
human. During these terrible hours Jesus 
is alone with God as made sin for His 
own. God Himself is dealing with the 
Son in regard to the question of sin — 
dealing with sin as it had never before 
been dealt with — as angels, or devils, or 
men never of themselves could have dreamt 
it could be dealt with. Accordingly it is 
becoming that at this^ the most solemn 
and unique crisis in all the eternities, all 
creatures should be shut out, and that as 
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Abraham and Isaac were alone on Moriah, 
so the Father and the Son should be alone 
at Golgotha. This Difine arrangement, 
this gracious order preaches salvation. Had 
we, at the Cross, beheld nothing more 
than man dealing with the Son of God, 
we should have had nothing more than 
the manifestation of man's evil, and the 
■Utter and hopeless condemnation of the 
whole human race. It is on the fact that 
men and devils were shut out of the scene 
and that in righteousness God came in 
for the express purpose of dealing with 
His Son in regard to the question of sin, 
it is on this fact that all the consolation 
and comfort of the Gospel are founded. 

The action during the repetition of the 
first four words was very slow, whereas 
during the repetition of the last three it 
was very rapid, one word quickly follow- 
ing the other ; indeed, the last two seem 



The Glory of the Cross. 1 5 

to have been uttered almost in the same 
breath. We may also notice that there is 
a gradual descent from the. first to the 
fifth, and a sudden ascent from the fifth 
to the seventh. When he utters the first 
word where is He in spirit? He is with 
the Father : " Father, forgive them." 
Even when He li^s upon that Cross, the 
nails piercing His hands and feet. He is 
the only begotten Son in the bosom of 
the Father. Then when He speaks to 
the thief beside Him, where is He ? In 
the Paradise of God, not so near or sweet 
a place as the bosom of the Father, yet 
still a place highly exalted, a glorious 
region of purity and peace. Then in the 
third He is lower still ; it is earth, with 
its wants and cares and responsibilities, 
which occupies His thoughts. He remem- 
bers the need of His mother, and commits 
her to the care of the beloved disciple. 
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In the fourth there is a lower descent still. 
First it was the bosom of the Father, then 
Paradise, then the earthly household, now 
it is nature in its weakness and its pain ;. 
He said, "I thirst." Then He sinks into a 
deep unfathomable, profound beyond ima- 
gination, when that central cry is wrung 
from His lips, "Why hast Thou forsaken 
Me ? " But from this lowest depth there 
is a speedy ascent; from that sea of wrath, 
whose waves and billows overwhelmed 
His soul. He emerges with the triumphant 
shout, "It is finished!" Then, with a 
joy inexpressible and full of glory, bursts 
the last enraptured word from His lips, 
" Father, into Thy hands I commend My 
spirit.'* Thus He ends as He began, in 
the bosom of the Father. Three times 
in these seven words he addresses Gk)d 
directly— in the first, and the last, and 
the central. In the first He says 
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** Father ; " but in the central it is not 
so. He cries, "My God;" because then 
definitely and exclusively, and in a deeper 
sense than ever before or after. He was 
the sin-bearer. But all the sin-bearing 
could not separate Him from the Father, 
and therefore the last word is again 
" Father." And this last last word, thus 
uttered after the darkness and the deser- 
tion, is a proof that Jesus is accepted, that 
His sacrifice is sufficient. Again notice ; 
He was delivered into the hands of men. 
And what was the result? That Cross, 
that agony and shame. Now He delivers 
Himself into the hands of the Father. 
And what is the result? That seat on 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
far above all principality, and power, and 
might, and dominion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this world, but in 

that which is to come. What an awful 

c 
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condemnation of man — what a glorious 
justification of Jesus ! 

Let us now look at these words a little 
more closely, and notice some of their 
individual characteristics. 

In regard to the first, we might cha- 
racterise it as the most generaL Forgiveness 
is entreated for all who can be embraced 
within the compass of the words, ** they 
know not what they do." In regard to 
this we do not feel inclined to ask too 
minutely, y^o does k include ? Rather 
would we ask,. Who does it exclude in 
its gracious reference? One of the most 
bigoted persecutors of these times — " the 
chief of sinners "^ — Saul, of Tarsus, fresh 
from the feet of Gamaliel, filled above 
measure with all Pharisaic knowledge, 
righteousness,, and zeal, persecuted Jesus 
through His members with a relentless- 
ness akia only to that which followed 



The Glory of the Cross. 19 

Him to the Cross ; but all this we know 
was done ignorantly in unbelief. He re- 
ceived mercy and forgiveness, for he knew 
not what he did. And how many who 
surrounded the Cros^ with keenest hate 
and bitterest execration were in the same 
spiritual state. Dare we shut out one of 
that mocking multitude from the compass 
of this wide word ? God, who alone 
searcheth the heart, can fix the line-, and 
of this, at least, we feel confident, that 
this word has a voice of persuasive love 
for every soul of man — ^for callous Roman 
executioners and jeering Jews, for 
blinded bigots and apathetic infidels„ for 
educated religionists and unlettered fana- 
tics, for easy potentates and malicious 
agitators, for all, in every age, who 
have trampled on the blood of the Cruci- 
fied ignorantly in unbelief. How wide 

is the scope of this first word^ "Father, 

c 2 
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forgive them, for they know not what 
they do!'* 

As the first is the most general, so the 
second is the most particular; by it a 
definite case is met — one individual is 
addressed. It is the answer to a request 
presented by an individual for himself, and 
is very precious, because very specific. 
With what directness and power of bless- 
ing does it come to the individual soul 
weighed down with a sense of guilt. 
Jesus answered the request of the dying 
thief, a request presented at the last mo- 
ment, at the uttermost extremity, when, 
of all times, it was least likely to be 
heard, much less answered. Jesus never 
answered His accusers. His judges, or His 
persecutors ; to them He opened not His 
mouth.. But at once He answered the 
penitent thief. What encouragement is 
there in this to the perishing soul which 
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turns to Him even in the article of death ! 
How assuredly may we learn that "His 
ear is not heavy that it cannot hear ! " 

The third word is the most symbolic. 
It was the personal discharge of a social 
obligation, and shewed a specific care for 
each of His own. If Jesus thought of that 
need and made provision for it at such an 
hour, when His body and soul were 
wrung with bitterest anguish, will He not 
now that He is on the throne do like- 
wise? If His love was so thoughtful 
then, will it be less thoughtful now? If 
then He set the solitary in a family, will 
He leave them lonely now? May we not 
rest in the quiet assurance that what is 
good the Lord will give, that He will 
make particular provision for the need of 
every one who names His name ? This 
arrangement with the beloved disciple in 
regard to His mother is the pledge and 
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symbol of HU care for all who are 
to the end of time. 

The fourth word is the most tml 
That He should remember, ib the n 
of His weakness and agony, one ni 
filled word, vai. for the express pui 
of fulfillmg it should say, " I thirst 
moSt touching; and moreover, when 
consider that this short word is a i 
ment of fact opening up to us in a de 
measure the physical torture which 
must have been enduring in this the 
cruel of all deaths, it touches our symp 
very closely. And if we take the 
m its deepest spiritual meaning, as « 
sive of the thirst which Jesus had ft 
glory of God and the good of man, 
when hovering over the brink of 
dark descent now consciously before 
how deeply aiFecting does this wor. 
come I 
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What self-abnegation have we in all 
these four words ! what a miracle of holy 
and loving memory ! — ^nothing forgot that 
belongs to the impenitent or penitent, to 
His own natural relations or the word of 
God. What a superhuman thoughtfulness 
is here revealed ! Surely He who is capable 
of such, and at such an hour, is, in truth, 
the Son of God. 

The fifth word is the most mysterious^ 
" My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me ? " It is darker than the grave, 
it is deeper than hell. It is the dark 
centre of all the eternities. It is the point 
around which heaven and hell, sin and 
death, judgment and glory, time and eter* 
nity, all revolve. But, though full of 
mystery, it is the kernel of all consolation 
— the dark womb of the new creation. 

As the fifth is the most mysterious, the 
sixth is the most sublime • ** It is finished," 
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is the widest word of the seven. If the 
fifth speaks of the pangs of the new 
creation birth, this is the declaration of its 
glorious accomplishment. It corresponds 
to the old creation word of Divine com- 
placency. When God had created all 
things by the word of His power, He 
looked upon His handiwork, and "Behold, 
it was very good ! " So Jesus, looking 
upon that more glorious new creation — 
taking all in at one God-like glance — 
cried, " It is finished ! " 

And if the sixth is the most sublime, 
the seventh is the most blessed. It is the 
Sabbath of the soul of Jesus, far more 
grateful and blessed than that which fol- 
lowed on the first creation. Does not 
this, "Father, into Thy hands I commend 
My spirit," speak of rest after labour — 
oh, how exhausting !^-of reward after 
suffering, of honour after shame, of exalta- 
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tion after abasement, of light after dark- 
nesSy of infinite nearness after awful 
separation ? 

These seven words are like a great 
drcle touching all things. They refer to 
the hardened, and the penitent, and the 
believing ; they refer to the nature of 
God, to the work that had to be accom- 
plished, to the Father who gave the Son 
this work to do. Accordingly, these seven 
words are the last testimony of Jesus. 

In the first, we have revealed the object 
of redeeming love — to obtain forgiveness. 
In the second, we have the fruit of re- 
deeming love — a sinner, a sinner in the 
utmost extremity, obtaining forgiveness. 

In the third, we have the power of redeem- 
ing love, caring constantly and to the end 
for all who have been forgiven. In the 
fourth, we have the extent of redeeming 
love, manifested not only by what Jesus 
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endured, but also by that spiritual k 
which possessed His soul. In the 
we have the price of redeeming love 
infinite amount which Divine lov( 
prepared to pay dowa as a ran sot 
sinful souls — nothing short of sep 
from God could suffice. In the six 
have the consummation of redeeming 
the work done, the labour past, 
power destroyed. In the seventh, w 
the perfect end of redeemiog love 
self-surrender of the Son into the i 
the Father. 

In the first, we behcdd" Jesus, 
High Priest, forgiving sins. In 
cond, He is Eng and Prophet, 
dispensing regal .blessings— a pi 
Paradise-to a thief , Prophet, tellii 
"Tc^day thou shalt be with M, 
the third. He is Jehovah- Jireh, the 
^ 'he House, ordering all its 
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iccording to His mind and will. In the 
burth, He is the Servant of the Master 
)n high, whose commands it is His delight 
obey. To Him He is submissive in 
dl things, fulfilling His word to the very 
.ast letter -, weak and suffering, yet obe- 
iient unto death. In the fifth. He is the 
Victim — "the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world." In the sixth. 
He is the Victor — ^the " Strong Man " 
triumphing over all powers of hell and 
death. In the seventh^ He is the Son 
of God, passing into the rest of the ever- 
lasting arms. 

How wondrous are these seven words ! 
How perfectly do they embrace the fulness 
of those truths and relations which the 
Cross was intended to teach ! To under- 
stand them is to understand the Cross. 
As the seven petitions of the Lord's 
Prayer are the summation of all request, 
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so these seven are the summation of all 
truth. They embody in themselves a 
complete revelation of the mystery of the 
Cross. The hand of man nailed a super- 
scription to that Cross ; but this is the 
true, the perfect, the divinely-written 
superscription for all the children of God. 
These seven words, what are they ? 
Behold, they are seven lights — bright 
lights of heaven — hung by the hand of 
Divine love upon that Cross, breaking 
through the darkness that envelopes it, and 
illuminating it with a heavenly glory ; yea^ 
turning it into a beacon for benighted and 
storm-tossed souls — a beacon whereby they 
may be guided through the darkness of 
sin, and death, and judgment — guided 
from hell's gates to the haven of rest. 
One poor soul that had well nigh foun- 
dered for ever in the black sea of wrath, 
caught sight of these lights, shaped his 
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course accordingly, and arrived that day 
in safety in the Paradise of God. 

These seven words, what are they ? 
They are seven pillars, the seven pillars 
of the house of wisdom. All true wisdom 
is founded on these words. Reject them 
and the truth which they teach — and I care 
not though you are possessed of all the 
learning of all the schools, of all the wisdom 
of all the ages — you remain a fool in the 
sight of God, and of angels, and of devils. 

These seven words, what are they ? 
They are seven blossoms, beauteous blos- 
soms of the tree of life. The tree is 
dry, but it is planted to bring forth fruit 
most sweet and satisfying to God Himself, 
and life-^ving to mortal man. Though 
rooted in Golgotha, the blossoms of this 
tree are beauteous, and its fruit is glo- 
rious. Its blossoms fill with fragrance the 
souls of the redeemed, the heaven of 
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heavens, the heart of God; and ere long 
its blessed fruits will wave o*er all the 
wide, wide world. 

These seven words, what are they ? 
They are seven strings of the golden 
harp of truth, each tone sharply defined, 
and collectively the base of all the others. 
All other truths are the repetition and 
modification of these, as are all tones of 
the seven. Yes, they are the seven 
strings of this golden harp, and they are 
swept by hands pierced for love to God 
and love to man. How ravishing is the 
music that they breathe ! 

These seven words, what are they? 
They are seven bells, the bells of God 
swung upon that Cross and pealing out in 
the ears of God and man, angels and 
devils, sounds unheard before — ^the bells of 
God ! clanging and crashing with awful 
din, telling out the wrath of God, the evil 
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of sin, the horror of that cup of mixture^ 
the pains of hell — the bells of God I 
tolling, tolling solemnly over the saddest 
of all deaths, the most dreadful of all 
murders ; tolling the knell of eternal death 
over all impenitent souls — the bells of 
God ! ringing out from that city of the 
golden pavement a welcome to the Son of 
God, returned back to His high seat in the 
heavens, Victor over hell and the grave — 
the bells of God! ringing out the glorious 
gospel of His grace to lost and ruined 
men, ringing out that God is love,, that 
God is light — the bells of God ! ring^g 
out sin and sorrow, death and judgment ; 
ringing in righteousness and peace, life and 
glory ; ringing out an Eden lost for ever ; 
ringing in a " Paradise restored ; " ringing 
out an old creation, ringing in the new ; 
ringing out the old year of Satan's sway,* 
* Preached on the Ficst Lord's Day of 1874. 
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ringing in the Christ of God, ** the 

Wonderful, the Counsellor, the Mighty 

God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace ! " 

Have you heard the joyous sound, dear 

friends ? The voice of these bells shall 
either be the knell that tolls over your 
eternal death, or the joyous peal that wel- 
comes you to eternal glory. Which, which 
will it be? 



h 



THE OBJECT OF REDEEMING LOVE, 

"AT one of the social gatherings of 
'^ ^' Baron d'Holbach, where the most 
celebrated infidels of the age were in the 
habit of assembling, great entertainment 
was afforded by the witty way in which 
the pretended absurdities, stupidities, and 
follies, of the Holy Scriptures were des- 
canted upon. The philosopher Diderot, 
who had taken no part in the conversa- 
tion, brought it to an abrupt termination 
by saying, * Gentlemen, I know no men, 
either in France or elsewhere, who can 
speak or write with more talent than you 

who are here present, and yet, notwithstand- 

o 
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ing all the evil that has been spoken of this 
book {de ce diahh de liwe), and no doubt 
with reason enough, I defy yon, with all 
your power, to compose a narrative ai 
simple and yet as sublime and touchiof 
as the story of the passion and death o: 
Jesus — a narrative which shall product 
the same effects and make so strong \ 
sensation, felt so generally by all men 
and the influence of which shall continui 
the same after so many ages.' So aston 
ished were the company, and so touchei 
in their inmost consciousness, that a lonj 
and awkward silence ensued." Yes, ani 
had we nothing more than these seve) 
dying words of Jesus — nothing more thai 
this His last legacy — we should have bai 
sufficient to substantiate all His claims a 
the Son of God and Saviour of the world 
They come home to the conscience am 
heart with such self-evidencing power a 
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to command the undying love and pro- 
fomidest homage of every sincere God- 
seeking souL 

On this occasion we would ask you to 
listen to the first word which Jesus 
uttered from the Cross ; and may we 
approach the place with deepest rever- 
ence, for it is indeed holy ground, yea, 
we enter here the Holy of Holies in the 
grand temple of revealed truth ! If, in 
His life, it was said of Jesus, •* never 
man spake like this man," what are we 
to say of these His dying words ? All 
the Gospel is concentrated in them, as in 
a focus. They are seven most wondrous 
sermons, preached from that most awful 
of all pulpits, the Cross, and which 
redeemed souls will never tire of hearing 
through all eternity. Let us approach the 
place of death; it is an accursed spot 

outside the gates, away at a convenient 

D 2 
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distance from Jerusalem. We cross the 
dread valley of Gehenna on our way 
thither. It is a place most lonely, except 
on occasions like the present. Lonely, 
but still the daily haunt of unclean birds, 
and the nightly rendezvous of loathsome 
beasts. It is Gk)lgotha, the place of a 
skull. O Golgotha, thou place of death 
and corruption, dreaded of man, accursed 
of God ! O Golgotha, the abhorred and 
avoided, thou shalt become, through that 
death accomplished on thee this day, a 
door of hope for sinful man ! thou shalt 
become the tomb of sin, the grave of hell, 
the gate of heaven, to all that believe ; 
the dark centre, not of earth as men were 
wont to think, but of immensity-, not of 
time alone, but of eternity. See ! crowds 
' surround the ghastly place. Look not on 
them ! Behold the Man of Sorrows there 
with torn and bleeding brow, and weary 
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feet, slowljr passing to the place of death. 
Scarcely can He be distinguished from 
those malefactors that accompany Him, 
except by the mockery, which is His 
exclusive portion ; so truly is He " num- 
bered with transgressors." ** His trouble 
is near ! there is none to help. Many 
bulls have compassed Him about, strong 
bulls of Bashan have beset Him round. 
They gape upon Him with their mouths 
as a ravening and a roaripg lion." They 
have reached the place of torturing death. 
Quickly four men — Roman soldiers, callous 
and cruel — seize Him, and, with rude 
hands, strip His garments off Him, reveal- 
ing the scars of the cruel scourge. There 
He stands who once was clothed with 
light as with a garment — naked, bruised, 
and bleeding. Behold the man ! They 
offer Him to drink wine mingled with 
myrrh — a draught fitted to deaden the 
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excruciating torture of crudfixion. It 
touches His lips. He will not accept it. 
With a silent gesture He waves it away— 
"He will do nothing that might lull His 
senses and at the same time cloud His 
full, clear, mental consciousness." And 
now they lay Him down on that rude 
Cross. They seize His hands and feet i 
the nail is ready, the 'hammer is upreared. 
A momentary silence falls upon the crowd. 
For a while the sound of the mocking 
ceases. Aye, and methinks the angels 
for a while suspend their wonted joys, 
and bend with intensest emotion on this 
amazing scene. What can be the 
meaning of this they now behold? See! 
the stroke descends, the nail tears through 
the tender flesh, and with heavy, rapid 
strokes is mercilessly driven home. The 

deed is done I n^« ^ vt r 

iJone ? No, never ; for 

methinks the q«-%.^i 

stroke of that feU hammer 



The Object of Redeeming Love. 39 

reverberated through immensity, and will 
reverberate and re-echo there through all 
eternity. Saved soul, heard you not the 
sound of that hammer falling heavy on 
your heart, speaking of those your sins 
so heinous which helped to nail Him 
there ? Unsaved soul, hear you not the 
awful sound, knocking, knocking at your 
heart, telling thee how awful is thy sin 
— even enmity agdnst the God that made 
thee, enmity so deadly that were it in thy 
power thou wouldst tear Him from His 
throne and put an end to His existence ? 
Here we behold man going as far in this 
direction as it is possible to go ; that He 
goes no farther is not from want of will, 
but from want of power. But turn we 
again to the Crucified. See ! the blood 
oozes from the ragged wounds, a deadly 
pallor overspreads His countenance, excru- 
ciating agony fills His frame. But mark ! 



i 
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His bloodless lips are moving. Hark! 
He speaks : " Father, forgave them, for 
they know not what they do." Is it 
possible ? Have we heard aright ? Yes, 
it is so. What love, then, have we here • 
— a love that will stifle its own groans of 
anguish to call for for^veness on the 
heads of murderers. What a glory do 
these words throw upon the Cross 1 How 
do they light up the gloom which is even 
now gathering around and settling upon 
it! How clearly do they unfold the posi- 
tion which the Crucified occupies as the 
Surety, the Mediator, the Great High 
Priest ! 

Consider the words. "Father," He 
begins. Yes-though thus abased, though 
Htripped of all glory and dignity, so far 
as man can do so, though prone upon the 

ground, nailed . to that r-^ 

, , ^^^^ Cross, given over 

into the hands of wirW«^ 

Wicked men, under the 
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power of darkness — still this dishonoured, 
helpless, bleeding, dying man is the only 
being in all the universe who in full, true, 
absolute right can say to the living God, 
*« Father." He alone is " the only be- 
gotten Sob in the bosom of the Father." 
Truly in this sweetest and dearest of 
words the spirit of Jesus wings its flight 
upward — away from that accursed tree, 
from those relentless soldiers, that merci- 
less crowd, those mocking priests ! away 
from those unseen though present hellish 
legions ! Upwards His spirit flies, from 
earth to heaven — into the heaven of 
heavens — past wondering angel throngs, 
past cherubim and seraphim; upwards to 
the throne of the Most High, the Lord 
of heaven and earth, and there salutes 
Him, " Father." How sublimely does this 
Man of Sorrows, in the utmost extremity of 
His abasement, assett His Divine Sonship ! 
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But why does He ascend ? Why pass 
into the presence of the Most High God ? 
Why assert His Sbnship? Why remind 
the only King and Potentate — the King, 
eternal, immortal, invisible — of this dear, 
and n^ar, and eternal relationship ? Why 
cry " Father " at this juncture ? Is it to 
beseech Him to send down ten thousand 
legions of angels to deliver His darling 
from the power of the dogs? Is it to 
awaken all the fury of His avenging arm 
nerved by infinite love? Is it to demand 
just and speedy judgment on that brood of 
serpents twining round Him, fastening all 
their fangs upon Him ? Nay, it is to cry 
" Forgive ; " it is to spread a shield of 
love over the heads of even these His 
enemies, over sinners otherwise exposed 
to the eternal wrath and curse of His 
Father. Did we say that He asserts His 
claim to the Divine Sonship by saying, 
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"Father?" , Here He proves that claim 
by saying, " Forgive." Where could we 
have a more perfect fulfilment of His own 
command, " Pray for them that despite- 
fuUy use you and persecute you, that you 
may be the children of your Father which is 
in heaven ? " 

But in these words there is more than 
the revelation of the Sonship of Jesus. 
Whenever His blood is shed — at the first 
droppings of the precious stream — He 
begins His priestly work. It is as the 
Great High Priest, in the pure white 
garment of His spotless flesh, that He now 
enters into that which is within the veil, 
to present His own blood — the blood of 
that perfect sacrifice — and to plead the 
forgiveness of sins. The love that is here 
revealed is — as we shall shortly see — all 
forgiving and self-abnegating love ; but it 
is first of all, atoning love. This inter- 
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cession of the Lord Jesus is infinitely 
more than any intercession possible and 
appropriate to sinful man. It is an inter- 
cession founded upon His atoning work; 
therefore, it is not only the voice of 
compassion entreating, " Forgive," but the 
voice of eternal, holy love declaring, " I 
will forgive." But while this forgiveness 
is divinely certain, it can only descend on 
man through that propitiation in which the 
Just interposes for the unjust. It is a 
forgiveness which comes to man through 
the wounds of Jesus. It is the interces* 
sion of a bleeding victim — of •* a lamb, as 
it were, slain " — therefore, what we have 
here is, above all, a manifestation of 
atoning love. The blood shed is the 
foundation of all forgiveness ; without 
the blood, without the priestly interces- 
sion founded thereon, there could be 
no forgiveness for any child of Adam. 
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Accordingly, this first word is Jesus* own 
testimony to the design and fruit of His 
sufferings on the Cross. It was to this 
end that He suffered, bled, and died, 
** that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." 

Consider, now, the more personal refer- 
ence of the love manifested in this word. 
It is a love which triumphs over the 
greatest sin. As Israel was murmuring 
when the manna fell, murmuring when 
the rock was smitten and out there gushed 
the living waters ; so man was sinning — 
yea, in the very highest act of sin — when 
atoning love poured down forgiveness on 
his head. While man's heart is full of 
hate, the heart of Jesus retains nothing 
but forgiveness and love. There is no 
bitterness in His heart, no desire for 
vengeance. There is a glory here in the 
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TEuok also of dae sdf-aboegttiaa of 
rh» lore. He offi^rcd no icststance to 
HU eoemiefy socig^ not to defend Him- 
t<{f. There was no tnmnltnoiis wrath 
agiiaH them boiling in His breast, there 
wa^ no oatborst of anathemas, no direat- 
eniog of jodgment* There was no accusa- 
tion of them to the Father, no lamentation 
r/ver His own wrongs, no invocation to 
God, either for help or vengeance; there 
was no shadow of a thought of self. We 
might have expected Him at this period 
to have been occupied with thoughts of 
Him»elf, and only of Himself. When the 
frame is rent with pain there is always a 
tendency to irritation, and a concentration 
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of thought upon oneself, and this, in such 
circumstances, we excuse. But there is no 
need for such excuse here, for there is no 
thought of self whatever. So meek and 
humble is He, that it seems needless to 
speak of forgiveness on His own part. 
He does not say, " I forgive," that might 
have implied an element of self-assertion, 
a tacit reference to His own wrongs, a 
sidelong glance at the injustice done Him, 
therefore He merely says, " Forgive." He 
sets Himself to pray with child-like 
simplicity, as if He were fulfilling an 
obligation, rather than conferring a favour. 
It appears as seemly for Him thus to pray 
for others, as for the thief to pray for 
himself. There is a self-concealment here, 
a self-denial, a humility, a graciousness, 
which make the word divinely fragrant. 

But in this word Jesus not only passes 
into the presence of the Father with this 
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gracioas request for for^Teness ; He also 
disdnctly refers to and characterises those 
for whom He prefers the request. He 
looks upward and says, *• Forgive.** He 
looks downward and says, *' Forgive tbeniy 
for they know not what they do.** For- 
give them ! W hat ? These murderers with 
their hands even now stained with His 
blood ? That mocking, heartless crowd ? 
These relentless persecutors ? Even so, 
though some might think such past pray- 
ing for ; and note. He does not say, 
•* Forgive my enemies^ that might again 
have implied a reference to self and His 
wrongs, but He leaves the word thus 
simply that it might be taken in its widest 
sense. He is desirous of declaring that 
all who are guilty, by participation in that 
which is done to Him, may be included, 
if they will, within the circle of His for- 
^ving love. He says distinctly, ' « Forgive 
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them^^ in order to make room for every 
child of Adam who will and can include 
himself. Thus, if by this word He 
ascends to the Highest, by it He also goes 
down to the lowest, the vilest, the farthest 
from God, and the most deserving of con- 
demnation. By it He comes to the door 
of every sinner's heart to offer free and 
full forgiveness ; and in characterising 
sinners as those " who know not what 
they do," He seizes the sin of all in its 
central manifestation of hatred against God 
and the crucifixion of His Son, and He 
seizes upon it thus in order to open for 
all the door of hope. By this added 
clause, this strange excuse. He looks on 
all the sin that has been or will be com- 
mitted, and sees in it the one characteristic 
of enmity against God on the part of those 
who ** know not what they do," and He 
stretches out His hands to all such who 

£ 
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will take forgiveness through His name. 
** We have here, therefore, a master-stroke 
of love, for He makes that which might 
have been matter of accusation, a ground 
for excuse/* a door for the entrance of 
forgiveness. He prays in the midst of 
His agony that we, in our ignorance, 
might also pray. Mercy pleads for pardon 
that misery might ask and obtaia-, the 
physician entreats that the sick may 
seek and find ; the judge, willing to 
be merciful beseeches, that the criminal 
condemned already might sue for mercy. 
How wide does this appealing intercession, 
with its gracious excuse, extend its loving 
arms to the children of men ! 

Has this prayer been answered ? How 
could it be otherwise? It was answered 
on that very day when, shortly after it 
was uttered, one of those crucified with 
Jesus prayed, " Lord, remember me when 
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Thou comest in Thy kingdom." It was 
answered that day when the centurion 
confessed " truly this man was the Son 
of God." It was answered on the day of 
Pentecost, when thousands, pricked to the 
heart, said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, "Men and brethren, what must 
we do ? " It has been answered in every 
soul, through all these centuries, rescued 
from the power of darkness, and trans- 
lated into the kingdom of God's dear Son. 
It will be answered when Israel shall say, 
** Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord;" when "they shall look 
upon Him whom they have pierced and 
mourn." It will be answered fully when 
all shall know and honour Him as they 
honour the Father, " when the heavens 
shall hear the earth, and -the earth shall 
hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil, 

and they shall hear Jezreel." All the 

E 2 
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g^ory of the Gospd of the grace of God, 
all the g^ory of thb dispensadoo of grace, 
all the g^orj of the millfiiial age, all the 
earthlj glory of Israel, all the heavenly 
glory of the Church, all the ^ory of crea- 
tion no longer groaning but rejokdng as 
redeemed frcmi under the corse, all the 
blessing of the redeemed through all eter- 
nity, is foonded on this first irord from 
the Cross, ** Father, for^ve them, for they 
know not what they do." 

How was this wcwd responded to when 
spoken? Did it touch men's hearts as it 
was fitted and intended to do ? Listen 
to the cries that rise around : " He saved 
others, Himself He cannot save ! " " He 
trusted in God that He would deliver 
Him, let Him deUver Him now if He will 
have Him ! " "If Thou be Christ save 
Thyself and us ! ** " Thou that destroyest 
the temple and buildest it in three days. 
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save Thyself ! " '* If He be the King of 
Israel let Him come down from the Cross 
. and we will believe Him ! " And see ! 
the very passers-by join in the mockery 
— even those wayfarers find time to revile, 
renting their hatred as so many Shimeis 
in the day of David. By such active and 
malignant opposition on the part of some 
was this word then received ; and is it 
not so even now ? This cry of the Cruci- 
fied is the key-note of the Gospel ; and 
how many in our midst, instead of receiv- 
ing the glad tidings, would drown it with 
shouts of execration or fiendish mockery ? 
While the message of reconciliation is 
being declared how many hearts are still 
roused to hatred and resistance, each finding 
some excuse to reject the proferred mercy ? 
But there are others here who do not meet 
this word with such active and malignant 
opposition. See at the foot of the Cross, 



54 The Object of Redeeming Love. 

now erected, four men ; they have heard 
the word, but they heed it not ; and they 
are as indifferent to the mockery of the 
crowd as to the cry of Jesus. They are 
the four Roman soldiers that have cruci- 
fied Him, and their work done, they are 
eagerly engrossed in the division of the 
perquisites of their bloody office. He 
may cry, ** Father, forgive them ; " they, 
in utter indifference, will cast lots to 
facilitate the division of the spoil — ^gamble 
for His garments at the foot of His Cross. 
If in the cries of the crowd there \% mani- 
fested fiendish malignity, surely here is a 
dulness, an utter indifference and deadness 
of spirit, that is equally appalling ! 

The highest blessing, the richest boon, 
which sinful man can receive — the for- 
giveness of sins — has been requested, is 
offered; and yet these men deem, it 
nothing — of less value than the few pence 
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that will fall to each from the division 
of His garments. Surely, these soldiers, 
Esau-like, are selling an eternal birthright 
for a mess of pottage! But, dear friends, 
as the spiritual attitude of some in our 
day corresponds exactly to that of the 
mocking crowd of Calvary, so the spiritual 
attitude of the great majority corresponds 
exactly to that of these soldiers. Generally 
speaking, it does not seem that men are 
so vehemently opposed to Jesus and His 
Gospel as was the crowd which surged 
around His Cross. Indifference, careless- 
ness, grossness of heart, like that of His 
executioners, are rather the spiritual cha- 
racteristics of this age. Like these soldiers, 
men are grovelling in the dust, careful of 
earthly benefits, careless of heavenly bless- 
ings. Is it not so ? While forgiveness 
is offered in the name of Jesus, while we, 
as ambassadors of God, beseech you in 
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TT THEN the Cross of Jesus was up- 
heaved every eye was fixed upon it, 
especially do the eyes of the chief priests 
and elders gloat upon the sight, the con- 
summation of their hopes and plots ; but 
as they eagerly scan the Cross they behold 
that which in a measure mars their exulta- 
tion ; indeed, Pilate's inscription — written 
in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, that all 
might read— cuts them to the quick, for at 
once they see in it a Gentile sneer at them 
and their most cherished hopes : " This is 
Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews ! " Here there is an authoritative 
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declaration on the part of Pilate, the repre- 
sentative of Imperial Rome, that anyone 
seeking to set up a kingdom in this part 
of the Empire, anyone claiming to be king 
of the Jews, might on thai ground, and 
on that alone, be justly condemned to 
death. They remember Pilate's words, 
" Behold your king ! " And they remem- 
ber their own answer, too, " Away with 
Him ! Crucify Him ! We have no king 
hut Casar I " They see now that, in their 
blind fury, urged on by the impetus of 
their ungovernable hate, they had gone 
too far, and that in their too eager deter- 
mination to reject Jesus, they had forgotten 
their most cherished expectations as the 
seed of Abraham, and had absolutely re- 
nounced all desire or hope of having a 
king of their own. Pilate's superscription, 
coupled with their own cry, transfixes 
them upon one horn or other of a hateful 
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dilemma, either this was their king, 
or they have no claim to any. How 
absolutely has God shut them up to the 
acceptance or rejection of the Messiah ! 

Knowing all that was implied in the 
superscription, the chief priests hurry back 
to Pilate to request him to alter it so that 
it might read, not "He is king of the 
Jews," but " that He said * I am the king 
of the Jews ; ' " that is to say, ** make 
it patent that it was as an illegitimate 
claimant that He was put to death." The 
conscience of Pilate is troubled. He has 
been ill at ease since He received that 
warning from his wife, and though he 
sought to wash his hands clean of the 
whole matter, he knows that he is still 
responsible for an act that might be 
spoken of greatly to his disadvantage at 
Rome. He is irritated, moreover, at 
having been forced in such a degree to 
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bend to the pressure of the mob, insti- 
gated, as he well knew, by the chief 
priests ; the remembrance that " He gave 
sentence that it should be as they required," 
is galling to his pride. Therefore, though 
of a weak and vacillating disposition, he 
is in no mood to be badgered by their 
petitions. He will not listen to their 
request. He takes delight in holding them 
tightly to their denial, and returns the curt 
and surly answer, " What I have written, 
I have written." The chief priests leave 
his presence baffled, and with tenfold fury 
hurry back to Calvary. Let us also hasten 
there. 

When the first word was uttered by 
Jesus, and immediately after the Cross 
was erected, it is likely that a solemn 
hush fell upon the crowd. We are told 
by Luke that the people stood beholding ; 
every eye was fixed on the dying man. 
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whose mouth was full of forgiveness. 
This act of intent contemplation on the 
part of the crowd involved of itself a 
solemn pause, and surely, in the stillness 
of that moment, there must have been 
some relentings, some movings of sym- 
pathy, even in hardened hearts! Surely, 
some tears of compassion must have 
trickled down the cheeks even of the 
strong and stern ! The still small voice 
is apt to be heard in silence and contem- 
plation ; and if they had but looked, they 
could not have failed to see that no 
sorrow was like unto His sorrow ! What- 
ever the extent of such feelings in the 
hearts of those who composed the crowd, 
we can rest assured that to the sinful 
hearts of the elders of Israel the air 
became close and stifling. They felt that 
this flowing tide of sympathy must be 
checked, that something must be done to 
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break the oppressive stillness of the hour, 
to clear the air, and deafen the voice 
which stirred evidently in the hearts of 
the crowd, and which was beginning even 
to stir in their own hearts. Therefore, 
utterly forgetting their wonted gravity of 
demeanour, dead to a sense of a dearly- 
loved propriety, casting every rag of 
dignity to the winds, they actively set 
themselves to the task of renewing the 
old accursed gibes that had followed Jesus 
from the Praetorium. At once the flowing 
tide of sympathy is checked ; the crowd 
catch up the cries, again the air is rent 
with the hellish Babel. 

Jesus had, with most affecting love, 
directed their attention from Himself to 
themselves, from His injuries to their 
need. He had virtually by His first word 
cried to them : ** Save yourselves." But 
they will hear of no such thing ; they 
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vrill hear nothing of their own for^ve- 
ness ; all their thoughts are directed 
against Him. To manifest their change- 
less enmity they meet His wide and loving 
prayer with mockery and scorn. But this 
mockery was not only a manifestation of 
hate, it was also a protest ; a protest in 
the first place against any relenting of 
hearty any sympathy in the crowd towards 
the Crucified ; and, in the second place, 
a protest against the mockery of the 
Gentiles. Pilate had written in scorn, 
" This is the king of the Jews," and they 
could nullify the sting of this taunt only 
by heaping renewed obloquy on Jesus, by 
separating themselves absolutely from Him. 
Thus the hates of Jew and Gentile, 
though mutually antagonistic, meet upon 
the head of the Lord Jesus ; and even so 
the sin of all men, however seemingly 
antagonistic, centres itself on the Cross 
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pours itself out on the Crucified. And 
thus at the Cross we learn that the true 
confession of all sin is that of David : 
** Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned." 
But in these cries we have even more 
than hatred and protest, we have a mani- 
festation of selfishness in its most repul- 
sive form. ** Save Thyself I " they cried. 
Nothing but a selfish saving of one's life 
could enter into the hearts of these 
mockers. They could not conceive of 
Divine magnanimity and love ; nothing but 
motives of self-interest could influence 
them, and therefore they cannot dream 
that there can be aught else in the 
heart of Jesus, even though His whole 
life gave the lie to their mean thoughts : 
and in the mode in which this selfishness 
was manifested they sought to tempt the 
Lord. " Save Thyself," they said, " if Thou 
he the Christ, the Son of God ! " What is 
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this but the full and final consummation 
of that first temptation with which Satan 
assailed Jesus in the wilderness ? 

There were also words of bitter reproach 
and reviling. ** Build the temple," they 
said ; implying that it was now crumbling 
down, and shewing that they knew the 
spiritual meaning of His* words all too 
Well. Again they said : " He trusted in 
God, let Him deliver Him if He will have 
Him." "He trusted in God." How true! 
It was His only policy through life. He 
knew what was in man ; therefore He 
committed not Himself to man : He put 
not His trust in princes. From the begin- 
ning to the end it was simple and 
unfeigned trust in God. And now they 
taunt Him with this, "What good has 
come of all this trust. How has it failed 
you when most you need it ? " Surely 
this was the reproach that broke His heart. 

F 
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Thus Jew and Gentile, chief priests and 
populace, those that stood still beside the 
Cross and those that passed by, all joined 
in deriding the crucified' Saviour ; yea, 
even the criminals that were crucified with 
Him cast the same in His teeth. Many 
hold that only one of the malefactors 
mocked the Lord Jesus, but we cannot 
get over the plain statement of two evan- 
gelists, who speak of it as the act of more 
than one. Humanity, like a troubled sea, 
chafes and churns around that Cross, smit- 
ing it with an enmity that can never sleep. 
If before the first word that Jesus uttered 
we have the crucifixion of His body, 
before the second we have the crucifixion of 
His sojil. Those taunts of the crowd and 
of the thieves were like sharp nails tearing 
through His tender and sensitive heart. 

But many wonders were grouped around 
that Cross. There were the mid-day 
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darkness, the mighty earthquake, the rend- 
ing rocks, the torn veil of the temple, 
the opened graves and the risen dead ; 
but perhaps the greatest wonder of all 
was that which took place in the heart of 
one of those malefactors ! It is written 
of the wicked, "Their throat is an open 
sepulchre." And how true was this of 
the thief. He was using his last breath 
in reviling the Saviour. As the sepulchre 
cannot be opened without the odours of 
death and corruption issuing forth to taint 
the air, so his mocking mouth when 
opened poured forth the sickening fumes 
of spiritual death and rottenness. But 
behold a wonder ! The foul is cleansed, 
the dead is quickened ; the loathsome 
fiimes are changed to sweet and grateful 
incense, the vile and ghastly sepulchre 
becomes a pure and glorious temple of 

the living God ! 

F 2 



68 The Fruit of Redeeming L ove. 

Thiak of the subject of this miracle of 
God's grace. He was a Jew we must 
believe, otherwise he could not have 
spoken as he did. He was a Jew, but 
of his antecedents we know nothing. It 
is just possible that this criminal was the 
child of respectable parents, perhaps the 
only son of a widowed mother who strove 
to train up her child in the way he should 
go, believing that when he was old he 
would not depart from it. But the boy 
had a strong will and an impulsive dis- 
position ; speedily he became wayward 
and disobedient, and falling among bad 
companions she lost all control over him, 
and could only pray to Him who had 
promised to be the Father of the fatherless 
and the help of the widow. From one 
evil step he passed rapidly to another. He 
was an apt pupil in wicked ways, and soon 
became a leader among those whom first 
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he followed. At last, after many narrow 
escapes, the fatal rubicon was passed he ; 
was discovered in a crime, and was 
branded as an outcast from society. 
Henceforth he had to live as best he 
could. From petty thefts he passed on 
to greater and more daring deeds of 
robbery and violence ; and it is just 
possible that for the sake of gain he may 
have imbrued his hands in human blood. 
But at last his career of wickedness was 
cut short. He was apprehended, judged, 
condemned to death. He is now suffering 
the last penalty of the laws he has so 
often broken. What a dark and dreadful 
career of crime ! How can there be for 
such a soul any hope of salvation? 

During his wicked career it is possible, 
njiy almost certain, that he had heard of 
Jesus, for His fame rang through all the 
land, and His name was often on the lips 
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of publicans and sinners. He must have 
heard of Him at least, by report ; and 
who knows but that he had even seen 
Him and heard Him speak ; that noticing 
the mighty crowds which followed and 
surrounded the Lord Jesus, he had 
hovered on their skirts for the purpose 
of pursuing his unlawful calling, and while 
intent on watching some unsuspecting 
victim, his ear had caught some of the 
words which fell from the Master's lips 
— words which took a mysterious hold 
of him, which even in the haunts of vice 
he could not banish from his ears. Per- 
chance it was such a word as this, ** All 
that the Father giveth Me shall come unto 
Me, and him that cometh unto Me I will 
in no wise cast out." It may have been, 
we know not, but we do know that he 
must, at least, have stood that morning 
with Jesus before the bar of Pilate. He 
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must have noticed His holy and resigned 
demeanour there ; he must have listened 
to His good confession; he must have 
heard His words to the daughters of 
Jerusalem as He came to Calvary. He 
must have heard that first strange, loving 
word, " Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do." And now as 
he ponders these things his mocking mouth 
is closed. Perhaps the great enemy of 
souls, more active now than ever, con- 
scious of what was going on within the 
heart of this thief, what visions were 
floating before his mental eye, what holy 
memories were being conjured up, had 
goaded him on to this last act of 
mockery ; had sought by this means to 
stifle the voice of conscience, and thus 
irrevocably seal his doom. But let the 
enemy do his worst, God has marked 
him for His own. He will say to Satan, 
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" Is not this a brand plucked out of the 
fire ? " Who knows but the pious instruc- 
tions , the earneist prayers and counsels of 
a loving parent came back vividly to his 
remembrance and did their blessed work. 
He begins to recall what he had learned 
in the law and the Psalms and the 
prophets concerning the Messiah who was 
to come in the name of the Lord to be 
his king, and for whom he knew all 
Israel was hoping. And what if, after all, 
this should be He ? To Pilate's direct 
question, " Art thou the King of the 
Jews ? '* He had returned the answer, 
"Thou sayest;'* and then spoke of His 
kingdom in such wise as perplexed Pilate. 
But is it not written of this king, this 
Divine Messiah, " He is despised and 
rejected of men, a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief; and we hid, as it 
were, our faces from Him ; He was de- 
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spised and we esteemed Him not. Surely 
He hath borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows, yet we did esteem Him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. He was 
numbered with transgressors. He was 
oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He 
opened not His mouth : He was taken 
from prison and from judgment, and who 
shall declare His generation ? " And had 
not all this, to the letter, been fulfilled 
before his eyes that day ? Therefore He 
looks upon the central Cross, and, taught 
of God's good spirit, reads in that super- 
scription a statement of fact, a confession 
of his faith ; " Jesus of Nazareth, in very 
truth, his King; the Messiah, the Christ 
of God." He feels conscious now that 
he is in the presence of the living God 
— the God against whom he has been 
sinning with a high hand all his days. 
Never before had he been conscious of 
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this holy presence. During all the past 
there had been **no fear of God before his 
eyes." But now so vivid, and real, and 
awful has that presence become to him- 
self that he is amazed that any should not 
realise it ; and, therefore, when he hears 
the other malefactor mock again, in horror- 
struck amazement he is compelled to ask, 
**Dost thou not fear God?" His own 
life had hitherto answered ** No '* to this 
short question ; but now old things are 
passed away, all things are become new 
— all things are of God. And with this 
true knowledge of God comes a true 
knowledge of himself. Like Job, he can 
say of a truth, " Now mine eye seeth 
Thee, wherefore / abhor myself^ He 
knows himself so as to abhor and con- 
demn himself, the only true spiritual 
knowledge of self that man can have. 
" We," said he, ** receive the due reward 
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of our deeds." He does not seek to ex- 
cuse himself or palliate his offence. He 
does not complain that others worse than 
he have escaped, that Barabbas has been 
set free and he crucified. He condemns 
himself utterly and absolutely ; and not 
only so, he also justifies Jesus. Truth is 
now very dear to him ; he must testify in 
the teeth of Pilate's sentence, in the teeth 
of the chief priests' accusation, in the 
teeth of that mocking crowd beneath, 
** This man hath done nothing amiss." 
What a brave word is this ! how utterly 
impossible except to one who vividly 
realised the powers of the world to 
come ! If we saw deep humility and 
the knowledge of himself wrought by 
the fear of God, see now how it also 
works great boldness, and deep and true 
knowledge of Him who comes .from God, 
so truly is it the beginning of wisdom. 
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"When the fear of God is before the eyes 
— ^when man in his inmost soul is con- 
scious that he is on the Lord's side, then 
his boldness is sublime — then, though all 
the world may revile, though it be 
" Athanasius contra mundum," though 
earth and hell should frown, there is no 
shadow of flinching. Thus was it here ; 
in that darkest hour of Jesus' humiliation, 
this God-fearing, quickened soul is the 
only one on earth who, with bold, 
uncompromising voice, justifies Jesus, 
declaring, " This man hath done nothing 
amiss." 

Consider now the prayer of this peni- 
tent. Spirit-taught he begins by accord- 
ing to Jesus His true place, he confesses 
with his mouth the Lord Jesus. So 
wondrous is his spiritual discernment 
that he can pierce through the darkness 
that surrounds the Cross and see in that 
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bleeding, dying, despised man, the Mes- 
siah promised so long; and he salutes 
Him ** Lord." How different is this 
note from evei^ other that rends the air ! 
What a discord when we listen to earthly 
sounds, but what harmony when our ears 
are opened to the songs of heaven. 
*' Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing." This confession of the peni- 
tent thief is in some respects the most 
wondrous of all confessions. Nathaniel 
confessed, " Thou art the Son of God, 
Thou art the King of Israel ; " but it was 
after Jesus had said, ** When thou wast 
under the fig tree I saw thee." Peter 
confessed, "Thou are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God ; " but Peter spake when 
he was surrounded by wondrous evidences 
of the power of Jesus. Thomas had to 
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sorrowful epitaph, ** We trusted that it 
had beea He which should have redeemed 
Israel." But he has both a * hope and a 
request for a kingdom of the Crucified, 
which shall yet be revealed ia power on 
the other side of the grave. He looks 
through the shame and weakness of Cal- 
vary, through the dark tomb of Jesus, 
through the vista of the Gospel ages, on 
to that time when Jesus shall reign the 
manifested Lord of all — 

" When He shall have domimon 
O'er river, sea, and shore : 
Far as the eagle's pinion 
Or dove's light wing can soar.'* 

And in conjunction with this kingdom 
he urges the petition, ** Remember me," 
a petition in which his humility is as won- 
drously manifested as was his faith in his 
confession. So high are his thoughts of 
this King and kingdom that he knqws the 
very crumbs of the table will be glorious, 
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fit for the supply of all the needs of his 
soul through eternity ; therefore with deep 
humility he says no more than this, ** Re^ 
member meP* He does not say, " Bestow 
high privileges on me : " he does not 
even say, " Forgive me," though he had 
Just heard the prayer of our Lord, 
*' Father, forgive them." He does not 
claim any special boon, all that he wishes 
is a comer in the memory of his King ; if 
he has only this he is content, he can die 
happily, for he knows that all will be well 
in that eternity which is so near. 

Think you not that this confession and 
petition of the dying thief must have 
poured a blessed cordial over the faint- 
ing spirit of Jesus, more grateful far 
than that which angel hands could have 
administered ? ** His words breathe the 
utmost tenderness of conscience, the 
deepest reverence for God and sub- 
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mission to His will ; the entire relinquish- 
ment of all personal grounds of confidence 
before God ; a vivid realisation of the 
world of spirits ; a humble trust in Jesus, 
a holy zeal for the Saviour's honour, and 
indignation at the cruel treatment He was 
receiving." Thus, this great sinner be- 
came not only a great saint, this robber a 
preacher of righteousness, this criminal 
a bold witness for the truth, this de- 
graded and ignorant Jew a well-taught 
disciple, this mocker a miraculous con- 
fessor, this unbeliever a worthy, fit to be 
placed on faith's noblest muster roll, but 
more wondrous and blessed still, his words 
became the only balm which earth pro- 
vided for the breaking heart of Jesus ; this 
Barabbas became a Barnabas, a son of con- 
solation to the Man of Sorrows. 

Turn we now to the answer of our 
Lord. Think of the grace which 
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prompted Him to speak. Hitherto He 
had not opened His mouth. When the 
chief priests accused Him of many things, 
He answered nothing. Though Pilate mar- 
velled. He never spake. When Herod 
questioned Him in many words. He was 
silent. When the soldiers clothed Him in 
purple, platted a crown of thorns, saluted 
Him, smote Him, spit on Him, bowed 
before Him, ** As a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so He opened not His 
mouth ; " but He must speak now. He 
must answer the prayer of a penitent 
sinner, for He will not quench the 
smoking flax nor break the bruised reed. 
The instant that faith touches Him the 
hidden glory bursts forth, He manifests 
Himself the Omnipotent Jehovah. As 
when He lay in the manger a helpless 
infant royal honours were accorded Him : 
so when He hangs on the Cross, seem- 

G 2 
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ingly more helpless still, He will show 
that His nailed hand wields the sceptre of 
the universe, and at neither extreme of 
weakness is He without witness to His 
Divine glory. Yes, man may strip His 
body of these garments and nail Him, a 
naked man, to that tree. They may even 
strip His soul of its outer covering of 
flesh, and send Him, a naked spirit, out 
of earth -, but His kingly and God-like 
right to dispense the royal gift of pardon 
and salvation to the uttermost, can they 
strip Him of that ? No ; little as they 
knew it, while they were thus seeking to 
deprive Him of all power they were 
actually clothing Him with the highest 
power that God can wield. That blood 
streaming from His head, and hands, and 
feet, with which His life was slowly ebb- 
ing away, that dying crimson which spread 
o*er Him, was the robe of God-like power, 
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the robe of the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords, the emblem of that right by 
which He can save to the uttermost. 
Because that blood was shed He is Jesus, 
the Saviour ; He has the power to say, 
*' Thy sins are forgiven thee/* Yes, 
while men dream that by that crucifixion 
they are razing His kingly pretensions and 
laying them level with the dust, they are 
in reality laying the broad and deep 
foundations of that kingly power in its 
most gracious and glorious manifestation. 
He will not do what they so often in 
derision asked Him to do ; He will not 
come down from the Cross to give proof 
of His Divinity : but He will put forth a 
power far higher than that ; He will give 
them a proof of His Divinity more preg- 
nant still ; by manifesting Himself, the 
mighty to save. Yes, even then, when 
nature faltered, when torture racked His 
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frame, in that hour of weakness and 
apparent defeat He will stretch forth His 
hand to raise a soul from the waves of 
eternal death, and to lift him up that day 
into the Paradise of God, a trophy of His 
victorious might. 

He speaks as the King and Lord, pre- 
facing His word with a Divine " Verily." 
There is no ** perhaps," no ** may be," in 
His reply ; all is certainty because it is 
God, the Amen, the Truth that speaks. 
When the soul is thoroughly aroused to 
the consciousness of eternal realities and 
its own great needs, it cannot be satisfied 
with a ** may be." Certainty, absolute, 
divine, is what it craves, what it cannot 
do without ; and it is this that Jesus gives. 
Nothing but this could have satisfied the 
thief. How many, unlike him, are seek- 
ing to go to Paradise with a ** perhaps," 
uncertain as to their soul's salvation ? 
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Remember that Jesus gives certainty ; aod 
rest assured that if we have it not, it is 
a fault, and the fault is ours not His : 
*/ Verily, I say unto thee, to-day shalt 
thou be with Me in Paradise." The 
thief had said, " Remember me when 
Thou comest in Thy kingdom." Jesus 
multiplies to pardon : He, in effect, says, 
there is a glory and a joy nearer than 
that of the kingdom. He places before 
the thief, not a waiting for the crown of 
manifested glory, but an immediate en- 
trance into a place of supreme delight — a 
paradise, the presence of God and all the 
holy angels. There is no room here for 
either a painful purgatory or an uncon- 
scious sleep. 

** ^hou shalt be in Paradise." May we 
not imagine the thief saying, *' But am not 
I a thief?. Have not all my days been 
passed in wickedness ? Has not my whole 
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being — my mind, feelings, affections, will, 
been moulded for evil and not for good ? 
Am I not now more keenly alive to my 
own sinfulness than ever before ? And 
are not my hands and feet nailed to this 
cross ? What service can I render Thee ? 
I can neither work nor walk as one who 
fears the Lord. I have never been bap- 
tised for the remission of sins. I have 
never sat at the table of the Lord. I 
have no experience to build any hopes 
upon." True ! but thou hast enough, 
thou hast the word of truth to rest upon. 
It is not ordinances, however precious ; it 
is not labours, however abundant -, it is not 
experience, however deep ; it is nought 
that man can do or feel that gives entrance 
into Paradise : it is simple faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

" Thou shalt be in Paradise^ ** In 
Paradise/' we might again imagine the 
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thief saying, ** Is it not too good a place 
for such as I ? Is it not a place so pure 
that nothing defiled can enter ? Is not 
father Abraham there ? Are not all the 
holy angels there beside the throne of 
God ; and do not the cherubim with 
sword of flame stand before its gates to 
bar the sinners entrance?" True, it is 
a place holy and undefiled, where all be- 
hold the face of God ; and true, the 
sword of justice long has barred the way 
of access ; but see, that sword is hovering 
overhead soon to sleep for ever, slaked 
by My atoning blood. Soon will its 
stroke descend, rending the veil in twain 
from the top to the bottom, opening up 
a way for you, with Me, into the Holy 
of Holies, the Paradise of God. 

" Thou shalt be with Me in Paradise.*' 
What repose of heart must this have 
given I *' ^hou with MeV Thou knowest 
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not what is before thee, but it is all well 
known to Me ; though aU there is new 
and glorious, exalted far above thy highest 
thought ; tiiough " eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him," 
yet He who will usher thee into that 
unspeakable glory is He who is now^ be- 
side thee, He whom thou knowest and 
on whom thou dost place thy trust. 

The word also speaks of nearness. 
**Thou shalt be ivith Me-," not merely 

in the outer court of Paradise, gazing in 
on the wondrous but distant glory, but 

with Me ; ** where I am there shalt thou 

be also." The place in ^ glory which is 

Mine shall also be thine. The love which 

is Mine in that place shall also be thine. 

"Verily, I say unto thee, to-day shalt 

thou be with Me in Paradise.'* Is not 
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this word a passport from the door of hell 
to the gate of heaven ? Yea, rather to the 
highest place that heaven affords — a place 
reserved from all eternity. 

Let usy in spirit, pass on to the dose 
of that momentous day. Let us think of 
the solemn parting that then took place 
between the thieves who hung, the one 
on the right and the other on the left of 
Jesus. Soon, very soon after these words 
were spoken, so far as man can judge, 
these two thieves parted, never more to 
meet. They may have been companions 
in crime ; they may have urged each other 
on to deeds of violence, and oppression, 
and cruelty ; but at the end of that day 
they were for ever separated. Soon, ah, 
too soon, the soul of that impenitent thief 
-^if he remained still impenitent — passed 
from the body down to the blackness of 
eternal darkness, where the worm dieth 
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not and the fire is not quenched. He 
whose last breath is put forth in mocking 
his Maker and Redeemer, must reap for 
ever the sad fruits of his sin. We can- 
not, without a shudder, dwell even for an 
instant on the possibility of that dread 
passage from earth to hell. 

Turn we to a brighter and a surer 
theme. Think of the entrance of the 
penitent thief into the Paradise of God. 
Could we but follow his glorious upward 
flight, how our hearts would burn to 
follow. That morning saw him a sinner 
defiled and degraded ; that evening saw 

him a saint washed in the blood of the 
Lamb, whiter than snow. That morning 
beheld him bereft of all earthly hope ; that 
evening saw him the heir of an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away. That morning beheld him a 
culprit condemned before the bar of an 
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earthly judge ; that evening beheld him 
accepted at the bar of heaven. That 
morning beheld him led out through an 
earthly city's gates in company with one 
who was hooted and cursed by an infu- 
riated crowd ; but before night fell on 
Jerusalem, the golden gates of another 
city, even the heavenly, were lifted up, 
the everlasting doors were flung wide 
open, out there thronged the heavenly 
hosts of light, ten thousand times ten 
thousand and thousands of thousands ! 
And up through their glittering and pros- 
trate lines this penitent passed, led by 
Him who commanded this universal 
adoration, the same who on earth was 
mocked and crucified. Upwards with 
Him he passed to the very throne of 
the Father, there to be presented pure 
and holy and undefiled ; a trophy of the 
power and love of the Son, who, as the 
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Redeemer, the Daysman, could say, ** Be- 
hold Me and this little one whom Thou 
hast given Me." Thus he learned and 
still rejoices in the ever-unfolding glory 
of the word : " To-day shalt thou be 
with Me in Paradise." 



Tff£ POWER OF REDEEMING LOVE. 

\ MODERN painter has, with marvel- 
^ ^ lous success., sought to place before 
us Jesus, the carpenter's Son, in the full 
vigour of a holy manhood. In his picture 
the scene is laid in a small and lowly 
workshop in the east. The accessories 
of the carpenter's calling are scattered 
about on the floor, and the tools are 
arranged on the walls. Jesus is the 
central figure, and to His right we see 
Mary, His mother. She is kneeling on 
the floor over a half-open casket, which 
partly reveals the royal gifts of the magi 
to her holy child Jesus, Son of Abraham, 
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Son of David. It is towards evening ; the 
hard day's work is done, and rising from 
the half-sawn plank which still rests upon 
the tressel, the Workman stands erect to 
relax His muscles after the labour of the 
day. The sun is setting in the west ; His 
face is towards it, and naturally He lifts 
up His arms to reverse the position in 
which He has been working for so many 
hours. Mary, kneeling by His side, be- 
holds His shadow cast upon the wall 
behind, and it seems as if He hung a 
Crucified one before her eyes. The 
work is justly named, '* The Shadow of 
Death." In regard to Jesus Himself, its 
teaching is plain. We have again and 
again repeated that the great work which 
He continually set before Himself from all 
eternity, as well as from the time of His 
first consciousness as man, was this death 
on the Cross ; and gazing on that expressive 
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face it seems, as He looks heavenward to 
His Father's throne, in rapt communion, 
that His heart is fixed on that word of 
the Psalmist: "Lo, I come to do Thy 
wiU." 

In regard to Mary, is not her attitude 
here typical of her whole spiritual expe- 
rience in relation to Jesus ? There she is 
laying her hand on the beauteous and pre- 
cious symbols of her Son's sovereignty, 
on those gifts which manifest Him a King 
even in the midst of these lowly activities. 
Her hand is upon them ; and can we 
doubt that her heart is engrossed with 
high hopes concerning her Son ? But as 
her hand and heart rest there, her eye falls 
upon that dark shadow — ** the shadow of 
death." There is a pang in the midst 
of all her pleasant thoughts ; there is 
shadow in the midst of all her sunshine. 
What a mystery must Jesus have been 

H 
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to Mary ! What seemingly inconsistent '^ 
elements were wrapped up in the state- — '^' 
ments concerning Him ! He was to be 
greater than . the sons of men. He was^ to 
be called the Son of the Highest, He 
was to sit on the throne of His Father 
David. He was to be Jehoshua, a 
Saviour, the true Messiah ; and yet she 
was told that He was set for the fall and 
rise of many in Israel, for a sign that 
should be spoken against, yea, a sword 
was to pierce through her own soul. 
Thus, even from the beginning, that dark 
shadow was placed before the eye of 
Mary -, and now we shall behold her 
passing under it, we shall see the sword 
piercing her very soul ! 

When Jesus was led before the high 
priest we know that John and Peter fol- 
lowed at a distance. John was acquainted 
with the servants of the high priest and 



The Power of Redeeming Love. 99 

isily obtained admission for himself and 

is companion ; but while Peter, ever 

ish and forward, went and warmed him- 

^lf at the fire beside the soldiers and 

le servants of the house, John endured 

le cold and kept in the background. No 

3ubt he had heard Peter's repeated denial 

-had seen that look of mingled reproach 

id love which Jesus cast upon him — had 

Dserved Peter hurrying from the place 

^ith breaking heart, but it is not likely 

lat he had followed him. What was 

oing on here had a greater hold upon 

is anxious heart, and he must see the 

ad. Therefore he followed Jesus from 

lace to place. From the prejudiced San- 

edrim to perplexed Pilate, thence to 

arious Herod, and back again to Pilate's 

idgment hall. Here he was witness to 

le unsuccessful attempts which Pilate 

lade to appease the crowd and set the 

H 2 
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prisoner free ; and at last, he heard the 
fatal sentence pronounced that it should 
be as they required. He knows that all 
is now over, that there is no longer room 
for hope, and that there is no time to be 
lost if those who love Jesus should desire 
once more to behold Him : therefore he 
hurries into the city to tell the sad news 
to all whom he knew it would interest, 
and especially to Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, How gracious the providence that 
the disciple whom Jesus loved should 
break the sad intelligence to the sorely- 
stricken Mary ! Mary heard the dread 
sentence, knew that all was over, that 
Jesus was even then on His way to Gol- 
gotha • but deep unspeakable love stirred 
within her breast ; she yearns once more 
to behold Him ere He dies. Accordingly 
her sister and Salome and John accompany 
her on the sad errand. 
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As they near Calvary they perceive that 
they did well to make haste. His enemies 
had lost no time ; already the Cross is 
erected, and the first sight that Mary gets, 
of Jesus is as He hangs on that accursed 
tree. What a sad end this to a lowly 
beginning; born in a stable, laid in a 
manger ; now dying upon a Cross between 
two thieves. Was ever life begun in such 
abasement and ended in such deep out- 
ward degradation ? Mary and the little 
company press through the crowd that 
surrounds the Cross till they come within 
speaking distance of the Crucified. Note 
the little group, silent and sorrowful. Is 
it not - a touching fact that when all 
forsook Him and fled, these weak and 
helpless women clung to Him, faithful 
even in this darkest hour ? How 
strong, how true, how enduring must 
their love have been ! In the centre of 
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the group we see Mary — Mater Dolorosai 
in truth ; but yet ' while Mary of ^^ 
deepest grief, Mary still of heaven-b^^^ 
faith. Only because of her strong fsA"^^ 
and equally strong love, can she st^^ 
there and look on that sad sight wl>^^ 
meets her gaze. We are very apt, ^ 
our rebound from the superstitions 



Popery, to forget the wondrous perfecti^^ 
of Mary's character. We believe that h^^^'^^ 
predominant spiritual characteristic w^as 
strong, unquestioning, unhesitating, simple 
faith. When the angel came and an- 
nounced to her the purposes of God con- 
cerning her, at once, without a murmur 
or a question, she submitted ; she even 
exulted in the wondrous love and con- 
descension of the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, in thus visiting her. With 
submissive heart she said to Gabriel, " Be 
it unto me according to thy word ; " and 
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with joyful lips she sang, ** My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. ... He 
hath holpen His servant Israel in remem- 
brance of His mercy, as He spake to our 
fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for 
ever." Well might Elizabeth say to her, 
" Blessed is she that believed^ for there shall 
be a performance of those things which 
were told her from the Lord.'* This sub- 
mission and .exultation could only be 
wrought by the most perfect faith. To 
realise, its exalted character, consider for a 
moment all the obloquy, and evil-speaking, 
and the persecution, and the pain to a 
woman's keenest sensibilities, which sub- 
mission to that word of necessity involved. 
How high, how heavenly was that faith, 
which enabled her without hesitation to 
submit to the word of the angel ! The 
faith which supported her then supports her 



IS 
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now ; it is in its energy that she stands at thcfi-^-^^ 
foot of the Cross. She holds her spirit in-^^*^^*^ 
command as alone becomes her true dignity ^^C-^' 
and her heavenly expectations. There is < 
no ungovernable excitement, no loud and 4->-*^ 
painful manifestation of feeling, though it -^^^^ 
is a darker hour for Israel than that which .^^" 
filled the trembling heart of aged Eli with 
dread forebodings, Mary is not altogether 
overcome, she is not like the wife of 
Phinehas, though the true ark of God, 
the body of the Lord Jesus, is in the 
hands of worse than Philistines. There 
is here no cry of anguish and despair — 
no doleful " Ichabod," *' the glory is de- 
parted ; " but, instead, in the calmness of 
divinely-given faith, yet in the profoundest 
human grief, she stands beneath that Cross 
waiting for the end. 

Jesus has offered up His prayer for 
forgiveness. He has opened the gates of 
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iradise to the dying thief. Now His eye 
anders over the surging throng beneath ; 
kst it rests on the little group, and He 
ters His third word, saying to Mary, 
Woman, behold thy son," and to John, 

• 

Behold thy mother." This word for 
"is own, comes after that for sinners, 
mitent and impenitent. May we not 
am from this order that sinners lie 
jarer His heart than personal relatives ? 
nly in the third word does He address 
limself to her who is related to Him bv 
le closest natural tie. But the sequence 
natural. After speaking of Paradise and 
lose who shall be there, what more 
atural than that He should remember 
lose His own not yet in Paradise, but 
ill on earth beset by countless trials and 
ecessities ? This third word, therefore, 

• 

Deaks of His tender thoughtfulness for 
11 that are His, magnifies His ceaseless 
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the 



care. He must have been suffering 
greatest torture at this moment, but ^^^ 
He has time to think of others, and woi^-^ 
seek to give them all possible consolatic^^^ 
and spare them all possible pain. Y^:^^ 
knows that the last fearful conflict ^ 
approaching — that it is very nigh ; th ^^^ 
skirt of the dark shadow is already begii 
ning to fall upon His soul. He know^ — -^ 
that in the immediate future there are stiC^ 
more awful sufferings to be endured, anc^ 
therefore He would spare Mary the pair* 
of beholding these by providing for her 
early departure from the scene, by bidding 
her a loving farewell before the deepest 
anguish overtakes Him. Now He seeks 
to close His earthly life, with all its cares 
and duties ; to be alone with God. He 
seeks to bid farewell to all, that He may 
devote His whole thoughts to the work 
which He knew was so near. 
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In the words themselves we have the 
irsonal legacy of the Lord Jesus, as at 
e last supper we have the public. He 
ems to have nothing. They have 
ripped Him of all that man can possess, 
en of His garments -, but yet to Mary 
e will bequeath a precious gift of. con- 
lation and strength, and to John a 
Tacy of .most trustful love. In address- 
a; Mary, He says, " Woman, behold 
y son." " Woman ! " Does not this 
und strange, even though we know that 
the East it was a term of courtesy 
rresponding to our word " lady " ? To 
superficial reader of the Divine "Word 
may seem so; but if we consider either 
e past, the present, or the future, we 
all see that it is perfectly and graciously 
ipropriate. 

Remember the past. First of all recall 
e Temple scene. Joseph and Mary 
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having left Jesus unawares at JerusalenC^"^^ 
had sought Him for three days, sorrow 
ing ; and finding Him at last in th 
Temple, Mary had gently rebuked Hii 
In His answer He ignored all cause o 
rebuke -, and though she saluted Him 
" Son," He did not respond and call hei 
** Mother " — though she spake of Hii 
father He did not recognise the relation- 
ship. His heart and mind were thei 
wholly absorbed by the full consciousness 
of another Sonship which had been dawn — 
ing on Him from childhood. This Divine 
Sonship, the truest that He possesses, now 
fills His heart and swallows up all others* 
** Wist ye not," He said, ** that I must be 
about My Father's business." 

Again, remember the Cana scene! 
Mary, we know, pondered the strange 
answer of Jesus in the Temple, in some 
Pleasure unravelled its mystery ; and when 
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^-x-rived at full maturity, took His place 
^^ the faithful, fulfilling all righteous- 
ty the baptism of John ; when He 
^>. moreover, recognised by John, and 
^drew, and Peter, and Philip, and Na- 
^^tiiel, as the Son of God, and the King 
^ Israel ; then the heart of Mary must 
*^ave rejoiced ; then she saw her high 
Hopes beginning to receive their fulfil- 
ment. And now at the marriage feast, 
when the wine is failing, why not mani- 
fest His powers ? What better oppor- 
tunity than this, when surrounded by 
friends, for putting an ineffaceable stamp 
upon His claims by a work of wonder 
and benevolence ? Accordingly she sug- 
gests her thoughts to Jesus, and quickly 
He returns answer in a tone of discourage- 
ment and reproof, " Woman, what have 
I to do with thee ? " Mary must be 
taught the limits of her influence, and 
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that in the af&irs of His 1 
will has no place. 

Thus, considering what t 
vealed of the past relations 
and Mary, this word, " Wt 
thy son," is not strange. 

Neither is it strange if we 
present. To call her " e 
might be more than she 
Would not that tenderest nai 
to her in present ctrcumstat 
deepen her already too po 
Would it not drive the swoi 
into her soul ? Already she 
up of sorrow, and Jesus will 
flood-gates of her womanly 
Che thoughtfulness of His Ion 
ing her thus, is manifested in 
IS now the spurned an 
•II. and. ,I,e„fo„. „ill „„, 
"'«™*'P to M.r, , fo, i, 
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likelihood, bring danger on her head. He 
could say, " Wotoan, behold thy son ; " 
but surrounded as she is by that hostile 
and infuriated mob, to address her as 
His mother might have been to direct the 
attention of the crowd to the little group 
and imperil their safety. Thus, looking 
at the present, as well as the past, we see 
reason why He should thus accost her. 

But, above all, do we see reason for it 
when we think of the future. For three- 
and-thirty years He had borne that rela- 
tionship to Mary -, but now, by that Cross 
and death, it is to cease for ever. This 
merely human and earthly relationship is 
now finally and formally set aside and given 
back. Henceforth that word of His will 
be absolutely true (for death severs all 
mei;e natural relationships) — *« Whosoever 
shall do the will of My Father which is 
in heaven, the same is My brother, and 
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sister, and mother." The pe 

is never obtruded id the acco 

the Evangelists ; henceforth it 

the background, and here for 

is she regarded as the mother 

in order to be so recognise 

and we consider Jesus now 

Son of Mary, bat as the Soi 

it is written, " Henceforth 1 

Christ after the flesh." Ii 

Saviour, the first-fruits from 

Head of a new creation, th 

the Christ who sits on the . 

God the Father, in two nat 

person for ever. Here the 

'ionship between Mary and 

''-'ved. The dignity of the 

-"d the Saviour of the worh 

^7« of the application of 

therefore in rh„ 

'"' resurrection : 



The Power of Redeeming Love 1 1 3 

even mentioned. There was no special 
appearance to her iafter His resurrection* 
She is left in good keeping, left as a pre- 
cious legacy to the beloved disciple, who 
becomes her stay ; but henceforth she 
passes spiritually out of the scene ; and 
all this is indicated in Jesus' parting word, 
** Woman, behold thy son." " Behold 
Hioi, not lost or dead, but in the person 
of another whom I have appointed. He, 
and not I, is henceforth thy son." Then 
to perfect the word He said to John, 
" Behold thy mother." Mary was a 
widow. Jesus had other brethren accord- 
ing to the flesh, but we know that they 
did not yet believe on Him ; therefore He 
cannot leave Mary to their care, He leaves 
her with John. And how fitting was the 
arrangement ! John and He were united 
in unchangeable personal confidence. John 

was the truest brother Jesus had on earth -, 

I 
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therefore with all confidence can He leav 
His mother in his care. While Peter ma 
be called a lover of Christy of Jesus i 
His official capacity, John was a lover o 
JesuSy of the individual man. John wa 
he who leaned on His breast in closes 
intimacy. Therefore, while to Peter Jesus 
leaves the charge of His Church, to John 
He leaves the charge of His mother. 
Peter was the apostle of the circumcision, 
but John was what might be called the 
apostle of the family ; to him was given 
the higher task of revealing the sonship 
of believers, and of manifesting the relation 
which all the family of God bear to the 
Great Head, and His characteristic word 
was this, ** Little children, love one an- 
other." Here, by this gift, Jesus places 
him in the closest possible relationship to 
Himself, for He puts him in His own 
place, and thus at death sealed the eternal 
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^rovenant of His heart. It might have 
leea that John would naturally have cared 
"for Mary, and also he might have thought 
"that it would be out of place for him to 
take this honour on himself; but now the 
impulse of his heart is justified by the 
word of Jesus. This post of honour be- 
comes a gift of honour, and thus all 
conflict between love and humility is 
avoided. 

But this word of Jesus was not only 
His last legacy to Mary and to John, it 
was also a farewell to all His own. After 
it was uttered, in all probability John had 
led Mary away from the scene, and her 
companions had accompanied her part of 
the way back to Jerusalem, he himself 
afterwards returning to Calvary. The 
word was also a reproof to His brethren 
according to the flesh. He could not 

leave Mary in their keeping, but in that 

1 1 
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of another. Perhaps it was this reproof 
which wrought upon their hearts and led 
to repentance and faith, for we find them 
afterwards numbered among those who 
believe. It was also a fulfilling of the 
law of God. Never before had that 
commandment, " Honour thy father and 
thy mother," been so highly honoured. 
Even then, when the burden of a 
world's redemption was pressing on His 
heart, when that terrible shadow of 
death and condemnation was rolling in 
upon His soul, then He remembered 
and fulfilled this command of God. And 
not only have we in this word a fare- 
well, a legacy, a reproof, and a fulfil- 
ment of the law, but do we not see 
in it also the symbol of Jesus' constant 
care for all who are His ? By it we 
behold Him, the Master of the House, 
arranging for the necessities of those 
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that are its members. Do we believe 
in Him and confess Him Lord and 
Master ? Then we may depend on 
the same care that was manifested 
towards Mary and John. The word 
is not confined in its application to 
this special event. To believers in 
remotest ages, in the midst of weak- 
ness, helplessness, anguish, even like 
that of Mary, it comes with the 
blessed assurance that He careth for 
them, and thus is fitted to inspire 
them with a holy confidence and 
perfect peace, even in the darkest 
hour. In the first word Jesus re- 
vealed Himself as the Great High 
Priest ; in the second as the mighty 
King ; but in this word He is Jehovah- 
Jireh, the Lord the provider. And if He 
was so then when hanging on the Cross, 
much more must He be so now. How 
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fraught with blessing was this dark^^^^ 

hour to Mary, though thea she knew 

not. This was in reality the maturing » 

her highest hopes, the bitter bud whic^^^ 

would soon burst forth into richest, swee-^"^^^ 

est flower. Her soul-pangs under ths 



piercing sword were the prelude to thos^^^^^ 
joys and honours of which she had Ion .c^^^^^-^^o 
since sung; because He thus became JesuU' ^ "*^^'^ 
all generations call her blessed. Even s»^ ^° 

every dark and mysterious providenc:>^^-'^^^ 

• 

that overtakes the children of God w. ^^ 

brimful of blessing, and if we cannot \szJ ^^^^^ 
fear when we enter the cloud, let us nevc^ ^s^rer 
distrust a Saviour's love and care. 

Ye trembling saints, fresh courage take ; 

The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and will break 

In blessings on your head. 
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nr^HE fourth word which Jesus uttered 
^ was, " I thirst.'* It is the shortest 
of all, but it is above all price to those 
who wish to enter in any measure into 
the sufferings of Jesus as the substitute of 
sinners. It is the last word that has de- 
finite reference to man, and in it we have 
Jesus' final preparation for the last conflict, 
which He knows is near. We have in it 
also a fitting transition from the weakness 
of nature and from physical agony, to the 
more dread agonies of His soul, thus it is 
another link in the chain of those sufferings 
in and by which He put away sin for ever. 
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We may consider this word as an ex- 
pression of physical sufTering and weakness^ 
as an expression of unfaltering submission, 
and as an expression of deepest spiritual 
longing. Here we behold the man^ helpless, 
weak, like a worm of the dust, pale with 
anguish and tortured with thirst. But here 
we also behold the Christ, the anointed of 
the Father, fulfilling all that had been given 
Him to do, even to the last jot. And 
here, also, we behold Jesus, the Saviour of 
the world, longing over lost souls, for the 
joy that was set before Him, enduring the 
Cross, despising the shame. Therefore this 
word reveals "The Man Christ Jesus"; 
the man in His humility and weakness ; 
the Christ in His perfect work ; the Saviour 
in His unquenchable, love. 

First, consider this word in its lower 
aspect, as an expression of human weak- 
ness and suffering. For several hours Jesus 
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had been hanging on the Cross, beneath 
the unmitigated blaze of an eastern sun ; 
what wonder, then, that a fever begins 
to rage within His veins? What wonder 
that those pale lips are parched, that He 
is oppressed with burning thirst? Think 
for a moment of the physical exhaustion 
which must by this time have oppressed 
Jesus. Since the last supper He has tasted 
nothing ; and yet through all the long 
hours since then He has toiled and suffered 
exceedingly. Remember the agony and 
bloody sweat of Gethsemane ; how that 
must have weakened His frame. And 
moreover. He has had no sleep through 
all the dark and trying night. He -was 
hurried from one judge to the other, ex- 
posed to . new indignities and pains from 
each, and He has had no opportunity for 
repose. His emaciated frame is utterly ex- 
hausted. He may say, in the language of 
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the Psalm, "I can tell all my bones." 

What marvel, then, that when- the Cross 

was placed upon His shoulders He tottered 

beneath its weight, and Simon the Cyrenian 
was compelled to bear it? Now the life 

is slowly ebbing away, and how often, 
when the lingering pulses are sinking lower 
and lower, does the dying one crave a 
drop of water ! And we must remember 
that an intense thirst is one of the charac- 
teristic agonies of crucifixion. Thirst, we 
know, is a keener anguish than hunger ; 
accordingly, so far, this last temptation 
which Jesus endured on the Cross is 
greater than the first temptation He en- 
dured in the wilderness. 

Heretofore, He has been occupied with 
others ; He has never thought or spoken 
of Himself. First, He thought of sinners ; 
then, of His own ; but now He has done 
with men. Sinners, penitent and impenitent. 
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His own friends, have each had their word ; 
everything, so far, is finished -, but ere He 
passes on into that awful and mysterious 
transaction with God, whereby above all 
the body of sin was destroyed, ere He 
passes into that dread darkness where pre- 
eminentlv the death of sin was endured, 
t'lere is a pause, and in this pause His 
exhausted body strongly proclaims its rights, 
and all His combined pains are concen- 
trated in this severest pain of all, this tor- 
menting thirst, which becomes the corporeal 
analogue of His souFs agony and abandon- 
ment. Under the pressure of this anguish 
He whispers the fourth word, ** I thirst." 

This is the first complaint which Jesus 
has uttered in His agony, and it is seemingly 
the most simple, external, and intensely 
human of all His words. How often has 
that word been whispered by the dying ! 
how often will it be whispered again ! See, 
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therefore, how absolutely Jesus places Him- 
self on a level with all sufferers. This 
thirst is expressed in a real though indirect 
request. He craves the moistening of His 
lips, and He knows that this refreshment 
is necessary to that which is before Him. 

But the word also expresses the pro- 
foundest humility. Was it not a humbling 
thing for Jesus to ask refreshment firom His 
enemies ? It would have been nothing to 
have asked the beloved disciple, he whose 

head was wont to lean upon His breast, for 
a drop of water to quench His thirst. 
It would have been nothing to have 
asked it from Mary, His mother, or 
from any of those devoted ones, to whom 
He had just now bid farewell. All these 
had gone ; and this word was addressed not 
to them, but to His enemies, and was thus 
a manifestation of deep humility. 

And not only so, but we see in it also 
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a wonderful triumphing love. In and by 
this word He gives His enemies another 
opportunity of ministering to Him. Pride 
or hate would have sealed His lips ; it 
was humility and love that opened them. 
Had His heart been filled with proud or 
resentful thoughts, He would never have 
spoken, but would have suffered in defiant 
silence like the tortured Jbidian. He cast 
this word, as it were, into the midst of 
His implacable enemies, these hard-hearted 
watchers who look on Him and mock 
Him, that he may, if possible, gain some. 
Though He has but the last moment passed 
into the presence of the living God, His 
Father, as the Great High Priest, and there 
interceded for sinners ; though He has, as 
the Great Bang, opened the gates of heaven 
on one of earth's outcasts ; though He has, 
as the Master of the House, as Jehovah- 
Jireh, arranged all things according to His 
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will, yet now to these His deadly enemies 
He comes as a mendicant and says, '• I 
thirst." Is it not His last appeal to hu- 
manity. His la§t appeal to find some love 
and compassion among those that mocked 
Him, to win some human heart ? Just as 
once before, at the beginning of His 
ministry — hot, way-worn, and thirsty — 
He sat by a well, and said to the wo- 
man of Samaria. ** Give me to drink," 
in order that He might bestow upon her 
that water which springs up to everlasting 
life'; so here, at the end of His ministry, 
as He hangs upon the Cross, He says, 
"I thirst," that He might get some re- 
sponse of love from those hearts that 
surround Him ; that He might bestow 
upon them, as He did upon her, that 
water of life, of which if a man drink he 
shall never die. Here at the end as at 
the beginning. He thirsts over lost souls ; 
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and though He does not trust humanity, 
still He tries it by this last request. 
Again, and for the last time, He desires 
wine from the vineyard of His Father ; 
but the old feeling, " This is the Son, 
come let us slay Him," still possesses the 
hearts of these vine-dressers, and they 
bring Him nought but vinegar mingled 
with gall. Unsolicited by Jesus, from 
the bright realms of glory to the gloomy 
garden of Gethsemane, a holy angel 
winged his willing flight, that he might 
minister to His need. And beautifully 
has a revered servant of Gk)d declared 
that of all angels this was the most highly 
honoured, and that if there was one angel 
in heaven whom he longed to see it was 
he who came at that dark hour to the 
succour of his Saviour, and thus helped 
Him in the work of man's redemption. 
Here men miss the opportunity, and in 
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their first, and last, and only act of com- 
passion, manifest that they are still His 
unmerciful enemies. It is chiefly the 
admixture of mockery with the gift 
which makes this a humiliation and a 
suffering. 

But look at this word from another 
point of view. We must ask in what 
consciousness and for what end did Jesus 
speak at all. He might have experienced 
the agonies of thirst and never have uttered 
this word. Indeed, in the surrounding cir- 
cumstances and in His inward feelings there 
was much to keep Him silent. Why then 
did He speak? The evangelist gives the 
answer, " l^hat the Scriptures might be Jul- 
filled Jesus said I thirst." He spoke this 
word with the express design of fulfilling 
Scripture. Thus at this last hour He knew, 
and by this word declared, that the Scrip- 
ture cannot be broken. He knew that with 
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this final thirst and the vinegar that was 
given, all, so far as man was concerned, 
was accomplished. Therefore by this 
word there is the manifestation of His 
assurance that all He was now enduring 
was according to the will of God -, that 
the path which He was now treading, 
however dark and painful, was that from 
the beginning indicated by His Father ; 
and knowing this. He now utters this 
word to shew how willingly He submitted 
to the Divine arrangement. The word 
shews that He \vas then perfectly con- 
scious of all His sufferings predicted in 
the Old Testament, and that He . was 
ready to meet them -, thus we have 
in it a fitting prelude to the word cf 
mystery and pain which follows. All 
that refers to His physical humiliation is 
accomplished. Nothing more remains but 
the drinking of the terrible cup of mix- 

K 
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ture, and tKe laying of His body in the 
grave. It is with this distinct reference; 
to the Scriptures that Jesus utters this 
word. He would not have done so bad 
He not known that its utterance belonged 
to His criteria as the Messiah ; therefore 
in it we have the most calm and sacred 
earnestness, and the deepest resolve to do 
the will of God in all things, even to the 

m 

end ; to fulfil every jot and tittle of the 
Scripture. He will, even to His last 
breath, act according to the light and guid- 
ance of the written word. As He entered 
on His ministry with the reiterated ** it 
is written," foiling all the attacks of Satan 
with this one weapon, this sword of the 
Spirit, so He ends it in submission to 
the same word. Thus His life from 
first to last was in the precepts and 
will of His God. . His words were 
His meat and drink. "That the Scrip- 
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tures might be fulfilled, Jesus said I 
thirst." 

But shall we see in this word nothing 
more than the testimony that Jesus expe- 
rienced physical thirst ? Are we not 
naturally and necessarily led to see here, 
in the sensitive, the image and symbol of 
the supersensitive ? " We cannot pre- 
sume to say whether or how far our 
Lord Himself connected, in His own con- 
sciousness, a spiritual meaning with the 
word * I thirst,' . but we can truly say 
that it was His soul enduring and antici- 
pating the sufferings of redemption which 
expressed itself in this bodily and physical 
need ; and, therefore, the Church in all 
ages has seen in this word of Christ more 
than a mere expression of physical need." 
In considering the word, indeed, as a 
manifestation of love, as a last appeal to 
man, and as a fulfilment of Scripture, we 
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have the first germ of its spiritual mean- 
ing ; and though Jesus meant primarily 
the physical suffering which He endured, 
yet did there not lie in the background 
he spiritual thirst of His soul likewise ? 
His body thirsted, but did not His soul 
also thirst for the final consummation, for 
the consciousness of eternal union with 
His God, for the perfecting of His sacri- 
ficial offering ? Just as the traveller, as he 
approaches homes, hastens his footsteps ; 
as they who contend in the race, when 
they near the goal strain every nerve ; so 
may we not think that Jesus near the end 
of His hard and toilsome journey, near 
the home of glory He has left, near the 
Father's eternal smile, near the goal of all 
His wishes, ardently desires, thirsts, to 
attain it ? ** I thirst," He cried. For 
what ? " For God, even the living 
God/' in the intensest self-surrender and 
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abasement, in the most absolute trust. 
His whole desire is for the glory of 
God. He thirsts to do His will, to ful- 
fil His word. Again, we ask for what 
did He thirst ? And we answer for 
man -, for man even in his mockery and 
alienation. For God He [thirsted as the 
hart pants for the waterbrooks -, for man 
He thirsted as the great benefactor, 
through whom alone gifts of infinite and 
everlasting preciousness could be be- 
stowed. He thirsted for the accomplish- 
ment of His trying work, wherein God 
should be glorified and man saved. He 
thirsted that He might be able to cry, 
*' It is finished," ** Father, into Thy hands 
I commend My spirit." He thirsted not 
only for the refreshment of drink, but 
also for the refreshment of love. He 
thirsted for the requital from human beings 
of His own infinite love. He thirsted 
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for the hearts of the children of men. He 
thirsted that we might never thirst like 
Dives when there is not so much as a 
drop of water to cool the burning tongue. 
He thirsted that we might come to the 
fountain of living waters, stoop down,' and 
drink and live. Yes, and He thirsts still 
for the tear of penitence, for the broken 
and contrite heart, for the possession of 
our whole being, body, soul, and spirit ! 
Who will satisfy His longing soul? You 
blame those mockers round the Cross. 
How can you, if you still persistently re- 
fuse to satisfy this deepest thirst of Jesus' 
soul ; if you still refuse to yield yourself to 
Him a willing captive ; if you still present 
to Him the vinegar and the gall of an 
unbelieving heart ? Can you, dare you, 
shut your ear and your heart to this word 
of Jesus ? Then your portion for ever 
will be that endured by Him upon the 
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Cross ; this cry of pain must speedily be 
yours for ever. For it is written, and 
have we not seen even by this word, that 
the Scripture cannot be broken ?, ** If 
any man love not the Lor4 Jesus let him 
be Anathema Maranatha." 



TJ/£ PRICE OF REDEEMING LOVE. 

'T^HE fifth word, " My God, My God, 
^ why hast Thou forsaken Me ? '* is 
the most solemn and mysterious of all. It 
is a cry so plaintive and lonely, so mys- 
terious, loud, and bitter, that it must have 
been heard with wonder by all the angels 
of God. It was a cry which came out 
of an anguish whose depth we cannot 
fathom. The more we seek to fathom it by 
the short plummet of our finite intellects, 
the more conscious do we become that it 
isl a deep that knows no sounding. As 
the physical eye could not penetrate through 
the darkness which surrounded the Cross, 
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neither can the mental eye penetrate the 
mystery of this word ; and yet this cry 
is a revelation, the only revelation we have 
of this deepest agony of Jesus' heart. And 
if the revelation is so infinitely mysterious, 
how much more mysterious must that woe 
have been ! This cry is like a flash of 
lightning in midnight darkness, making the 
gloom even more appalling, and hiding far 
more than it reveals. What possibilities of 
anguish may it not conjure up ! Ponder 
it as deeply and reverently as we may, we 
seem to get further and further from a full 
realisation of its meaning. The most that can 
be said is that it was " the simple and spon- 
taneous and irrepressible outcry of a spirit 
tried to the very last limit of endurance ; 
that it was the expression of an inde- 
scribable, unfathomable, unimaginable woe." 
But at the same time, while recognising its 
infinite mystery, we can also apprehend 
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that for us sinful children of Adam it is 
a cry most blessed. It is the kernel of 
all the consolation of the Gospel ; it is 
the dark womb of the new creation of 
spotless purity and light. Here we have 
the price of redemption paid to the last 
farthing. Here we have fully manifested 
the gloi*ious and gracious fact of substi- 
tution. This is our cry as lost and 
banished sinners. But Jesus cried that 
we might never thus cry. Therefore, if 
we are bowed down before the mystery 
of this word, we also hear it with wonder- 
ing, adoring hearts. 

Deserted ! who hath dreamt that when the Cross in 
darkness rested 

Upon the Victim's hidden face, no love was mani- 
fested ? 

What frantic hands outstretched have e'er the atoning 
drops averted ? 

What tears have washed them from the soul that one 
should be deserted ? 

Deserted ! God could separate from His own essence 
rather ; 
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And Adam's sins have swrpt between the righteous 
Son and Father. 

Yea, once Immannel's orfrfianed crj His oniTeise hath 
shaken — 

It went ap single, echoless, **\Lj God, I am for- 
saken ! " 

It went np from the Ho1j*s lips, amid His lost 
creati(m. 

That of the lost no son should use these words of 
* desolation. 

But there is something which precedes 
and is connected with the cry which we 
must notice. There was not only the 
voice, there was also the darkness ; there 
was not only a great word, but also a 
great wonder. And first of all we would 
gaze on this great wonder, seek to realise 
something of the meaning of this terrific 
phenomenon, to read the significance of 
this gigantic hieroglyph, written by the 
finger of God Himself. 

In the first place, we would characterise 
this as a sympathetic sign. Men strip them- 
selves of all feeling, of all sympathy, and 
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therefore it passes into inanimate nature. 
Jesus, on one occasion, said that if the 
children held their peace the very stones 
would speak His praise ; in other words, 
that if the appropriate feeling had not 
existed in the heart of man, the expres- 
sion of it would be forced from the 
stones. On that occasion there were 
hearts that sympathised, and gave expres- 
sion to that sympathy ; but now it is 
altogether denied, and sympathy must pass 
into and be manifested by inanimate nature. 
Hitherto the sun had been shining brightly 
on the scene ; indeed, it is now mid-day, 
and these three crosses stand out clear 
and distinct to the gaze of the great mul- 
titude. In open day, in the full sight of 
all men, Jesus hangs. His sacred person 
exposed to the shame and scorn of His 
creatures, and all goes on as if nothing 
unusual were happening. Will it continue 
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thus ? Can it continue thus ? No ; if 
man can look unmoved upon the Lamb of 
God, that sun which started into being at 
His word will hide its face, and all creation 
shudder at the sight. That sun has looked 
quietly down on many an awful scene. 
The waters of that wild flood beneath 
which a world lay drowned, reflected its 
bright beams with countless smile. It rose 
calm and serene over Sodom on that morn 
when God rained fire and brimstone out of 
heaven and destroyed the cities of the 
plain. It lit up Egypt's homes as it was 
wont on the morrow of that fearful night 
when judgment overtook the chief of 
Egypt's strength. How many a ghastly 
scene in the history of this groaning world 
has been enacted beneath its unaffected 
beams I But now it can no longer shine ; 
its rays must be withdrawn. That ruler 
of the day, in the zenith of his power. 
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must bow before this bleeding Man, mu=- 
wrap a funeral pall of deepest gloom aroua-a 
His Cross. This was no darkness of a— 
eclipse ; that could not be, for then th* 
moon was full. It was a darkness deep as 
that of moonless, starless midnight, whicl 
Can be ascribed to no natural cause, bit 
which in its very face bore the imprint oi 
the supernatural. 

But this was also a warning and pro- 
phetic sign. The last plague which God 
sent upon Egypt by the hand of His servant 
Moses, ere He Himself interfered directly 
in judgment, was that of darkness. The 
three days' darkness which rested on the 
land of Egypt was prophetic of that great 
judgment which was so near. So is it now 
with this darkness of three hours. Then 
Egypt, the destroyer of God's first-born, 
Israel, was enveloped in a darkness ominous 
of judgment. Now, alas, Israel itself has 
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^^otne the destroyer of the First-born ; 
^^^^efore this sign is given to indicate that 
"" committing a crime so horrible that 



^^d*s sun cannot shine upon it, and because 
^^^hich the darkness of doom should 
^^^^ shadow it. What must have been the 
^<^ts of the darkness on the crowd 
^**c^h surrounded the Cross, and on the 
^^^ts of the inhabitants of Jerusalem ! 
?^3t terror must have seized ungodly 
^^X'ts ! Think of the stings of con- 
^^^tice, the agonies of remorse, and the 
^^rors of despair with which their souls 
^^st have been racked. "Think of the 
^^t^rrupted lusts, the disturbed mid-day 
^eals, the enforced idleness, the. derange- 
ment of the Temple service, the confusion 
^8 to the evening sacrifice." Most as- 
suredly all blasphemy and mockery had 
been now silenced. An indefinable horror 
must have seized the multitude that sur- 
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rounded the Cross ; but yet no one dares 
to grope his way back to Jerusalem to 
seek his home. iVll stand as if rooted to 
the spot, bound under an awful spell. 
Silence, most oppressive and unearthly, 
falls upon the scene ; silence so deep that 
we may almost imagine we hear the blood 
of the Crucified falling drop by drop ; 
yea, crying with a loud voice, " His blood 
be upon us and upon our children ! " 
What a warning, what a prophecy have 
we here, in this great wonder, of that 
deep, dumb darkness, that night of un- 
belief and affliction which has hung over 
Israel from that day to this like the funeral 
pall of the Almighty ! 

But this darkness is not only a pro- 
phetic, it is also a symbolic wonder ; 
perhaps it is mainly so. We see in it 
the type and emblem of the horror of 
that great darkness which filled the soul 
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of Jesus. God, we are told, is light. 
Darkness speaks of sin and its punish- 
ment. The final doom of the wicked is 
described as a being cast into outer dark- 
ness ; and here we may have some idea 
of the meaning of that word. In and by 
this darkness Jesus passes out from the 
presence of all creatures to be alone with 
God. And He passes into the gloom as 
a victim, submitting Himself as did Isaac ; 
a willing sacrifice ; but in this case with 
the sin of a world on His shoulders. 
Now especially is He made sin for us who 
knew no sin. Now, as this physical 
darkness covers His body, so is His soul 
wrapped in a darkness that can be felt ; 
the darkness of separation from Him who 
is light. There was an inner darkness in 
Jesus* soul far more terrible than the 
outer, which was its type ; and we get 
in the word, " My God, My God, why 
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hast Thou forsaken Me ? " its vocal ex- 
pression. Thus the wonder and the word 
cannot be separated. The darkness is 
joined to the cry by the hand of God 
Himself, and they become a twofold mani- 
festation of the same unfathomable truth. 
They are two witnesses, by the mouth 
of which it is for ever established that 
Jesus Christ is here the " Lamb of God 
that taketh away the siij of the world." 
Thus, naturally, from the consideration of 
the sign, we rise to the consideration of 
the cry, which is its true interpretation. 

Notice, in the first place, how carefully 
this cry is recorded. Both Matthew and 
Mark give the word, and both give it 
exactly as uttered and then interpret it. 
They do not give the mere interpreta- 
tion, they give the exact words, as if 
. well, aware of their deep importance, and 
as if fearful lest a single tone of this 
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lamentation should be lost to the Church 
of God. 

To understand the cry in any measure, 
we must needs go back in the world's 
history to the very beginning of God's 
dealings with men. While our first 
parents were in Eden — in that place of 
purity, love, and joy — God spake to them 
of death: "On the day thou eatest there- 
of thou shalt surely die." "We know our 
first parents did eat of the forbidden fruit, 
and that, therefore, this Divine judgment 
must have come upon them. On the 
instant they ate they died ; not only from 
that moment became liable to death, but 
from that moment ivere dead. No doubt 
they still continued walking this earth 
using those faculties with which God had 
endowed them ; therefore some might say 
they did not die. But what we commonly 
call death is not death in its truest and 
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deepest sense. If we turn to Romans we 
find the Holy Ghost, through Paul, de- 
claring that ** the mind of the flesh is 
death." The instant our first parents 
disobeyed God they became possessors of 
this fleshly mind, and therefore were truly 
dead. What, then, is death ? It is separa- 
tion from the living God. You say this 
was a small offence of our first parents. 
But no matter how thin the film which 
separates any member . of the body from 
the heart, that member is absolutely dead. 
No matter how small we may consider 
that first sin, it came between man and 
Gk)d, and man, in consequence, is de- 
prived of all true life. By that one act 
of disobedience our first parents cut them- 
selves off from the source of all life, and 
as an outward expression of that death 
which had now overtaken them, were 
driven from the presence of God ; became 
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His banished. And here, oatside Eden, 
in this place of banishment and separation 
from the living God, the whole haman 
race has been begotten ; and because of 
this very birth are dead in trespasses and 
in sins. "Behold I was shapen in ini- 
quity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
me/* is the acme of every sinner^s con- 
fession. 

This death of which we speak has 
many developments. Death physical is its 
material manifestation, and death eternal 
is its full and natural issue. In each stage 
of development separation is the leading 
thought. When Adam sinned, how was 
he separated from God ? He no longer 
loved the Divine presence. He feared 
God's holy eye, and hid among the trees 
of the garden. But not only was he 
separated from God ; he was also sepa- 
rated from Eve. Ere he 'sinned, , he said 
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of Eve, "This is bone of. my bone, and 
flesh of my flesh." After he sinned he 
spoke of her as ** the woman whom thou 
gavest to be with me." "The ivomanl^^ 
How cold is the 'word ! How different 
from the first warm greeting, how . sad 
the separation sin has already wrought ! 
Have we not here the evidence that 
Adam is indeed dead'i Let us follow the 
development still further. What is phy- 
sical death ? It is the separation of soul 
and body. And when the body is com- 
mitted to the ground we have the con- 
summation of physical dismemberment — 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust. And lastly, 
what is death eternal ? It is no annihila- 
tion, no sleep, but the separation of both 
soul and body in acutest consciousness 
from God for ever ; the everlasting lone- 
liness whix:h shall press upon every lost 
6oul, each as it were chained to his own 
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rock in the midst of that awful sea, cut 
off for ever from all communion with 
God and every creature. 

The word which with Divine propriety 
expresses all these developments is that 
which God spake to our first parents, 
"Dying, thou shalt die." Dying now 
spiritually, thou shalt hereafter die physi- 
cally ; dying physically, thou shalt die 
eternally. And in that eternal state the 
word still holds ; then the immutable ex- 
pression of the soul's state is " dying 
thou shalt die : " even then there shall 
be deeper and deeper developments of 
death. Thus, this fearful formula re- 
volves upon itself, [links every successive, 
development of death with a still future, 
and sweeps the unsaved sinner into an 
eternity of woe, an ** everlasting destruc- 
tion." 

But all this we have been considering 
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was the work of "that old serpent;" and 
Jesus was manifested to destroy the works 
of the devil. Though by his fall man has 
become the banished of God, ** God hath 
devised means that His banished be not 
expelled from Him " and here at the 
Cross we behold the development of these 
Divine means. David cried over his be- 
loved but erring son, ** O my son Absalom, 
my son, my son Absalom ! would God I 
had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my 
son ! " At the instigation of Joab, who 
" perceived that the king's heart was toward 
Absalom," he had used means to bring 
back his banished inconsistent with his 
kingly dignity. Absalom was recalled by 
the heart of the father, but not by the 
sceptre of the king ; and in consequence 
David's kingly character was impaired ; 

• 

Absalom was only partially recalled ; " He 
dwelt two full years in his own house.' 
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And when afterwards he did, through 
insolent means, obtain an audience with his 
father, and " the king kissed Absalom,'* at 
once he began to stir up the embers of 
discontent, and imperilled the safety of 
David's throne. As the direct consequence 
of Joab's means of recalling the banished 
we behold the gray-haired king forced to 
flee from Jerusalem ; we see the country 
plunged into all the horrors of civil war ; 
we see the fair Absalom cast like the 
carcass of a dog into that pit in the wood ; 
we behold David weeping with a grief 
so bitter that all the joy of victory is 
changed into mourning. David was a man 
after God's own heart ; and in this yearn- 
ing of inexpressible love over Absalom can 
we not see a faint image of that love in 
the heart of God which has yearned over 
a sinful and ruined humanity, and which 
has devised means gloriously consistent with 
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His claims as the only King and Potentate, 
whereby we, His banished, might not be 
expelled from Him ? David could wish 
that he had died for Absalom ; but here 
we behold Jesus truly dying, the just for 
the unjust. "Scarcely for a righteous 
man will one die, yet peradventure for a 
good man some would even dare to die, 
but God commendeth His love toward us 
in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us.'* And here by this cry, "My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " is 
revealed the centre and consummation of 
this death. Here Jesus takes the sinner's 
place, endures all the punishment due to 
sin — all the darkness, all the separation, 
all the death. Does not this cry establish 
the truth of substitution for ever ? Was 
He not here the forsaken, the banished of 
God ? 
This darkness and cry tell us of the 
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truest and deepest death which Jesus en- 
dured. His soul-sufFerings were the soul 
of His sufferings. And here we have 
the dark centre of all ; the separation of 
His whole manhood from God. The death 
of His body what was that ? Was there in 
it any agony or terror ? No doubt it was 
the final, complete, and impressive mani- 
festation that He had taken the sentence 
of death upon Himself, and in every respect 
become our substitute ; but as He looked 
on it there was no fear, it was the sab- 
batic, jubilant yielding of His trustful Spirit 
into the Father's hands. As we have there 
the physical, so here we have the spiritual 
side of that death which He endured as 
the sin-bearer, the cup of mixture He had 
to drink ; and to realise in some measure 
how dreadful His present sufferings, His 
soul-agony, Aust have been ; remember 
how He shrank from drinking that cup. 
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Remember His glorious and triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem. Then His own be- 
loved Israel received Him with Hosannas ; 
then the Gentiles, through Philip, said, 
" We would see Jesus ," and He recognised 
in that hour the picture and promise of the 
future day of triumph and glory when all 
shall be blessed in Him and call Him 
blessed. But a shadow came over His 
soul. Between Him and that glorious 
kingdom rose this Cross, with its im- 
penetrable gloom ; before Him He saw 
this cup of mixture, and therefore He said, 
" My soul is troubled, and what shall I 
say ? Father, save Me from this hour ! " 
Nay, but having come for this very end. 
He said, *' Father, glorify Thy name." 
Thus, at the thought of this desertion, even 
when the glories of the latter day ^were 
brought so near. His heart "almost failed 
within Him. And when He came nearer 
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to the Cross, to ^'doleful, dark Getbse- 
mane," where this cup was not only seen 
but presented, there is the same invincible 
shrinking. He sweat as it were great drops 
of blood, and cried, " Father, if it be 
possible let this cup pass from Me." Surely 
here we have another evidence of the 
awful nature of the cup He had to drink. 
But now at Calvary, and in the centre of 
that thick darkness. He drains it to the 
last drop. If the sight and the presentation 
of that bitter cup so overwhelmed His soul 
even when upheld by communion with the 
Father, what must it have been to drink 
it when altogether deprived of this un- 
speakably blessed support ? At the trium- 
phal entry He could say, " Father, glorify 
Thy name." At Gethsemane He could 
cry, " Father, Thy will be done ;" but 
here in the midst of the darkness it is no 
longer '* Father," but, " My God, My God, 
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why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" What must 
it have been for Jesus to be thus forsaken 
pf Gk)d ? The consciousness of being for- 
saken of Gk)d will be hell itself ^ even to the 
sinner; and if this consciousness is hell to 
such a being, to him who hates God, who 
seeks not to retain Him in all his thoughts, 
what must it have been to the Lord Jesus 
who loved God with all His heart, and 
soul, and strength, and mind, who lived 
constantly in and with God as no one else 
ever did or could do ? What must it have 
been for Hiiti to be separated even for a 
moment from God? Imagine a man free 
from all sin — of holy, yea, of divine, nature, 
6ne who calls God His delight, one who 
finds in God's presence His paradise, one 
in whose heart love to God finds the first 
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and highest place at all times and in all 
circumstances ; imagine such a one deprived 
of all this, no longer refreshed by any 
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experience of the gracious presence of .His 
God, and though crying, ** Whom have I 
in the heavens but Thee ? " banished into 
fearful and terrifying visions of hell, and 
surrounded by nothing but images of sin 
and death. Let us imagine the holy soul 
of Jesus brought into closest conscious 
contact with the sin of the world, and 
with its just and adequate punishment. 
Imagine the sin of all mankind pressing upon 
His holy soul, concentrated in one awful 
focus of darkness there. Let all the hard 
speeches that ungodly sinners have spoken, 
and all the ungodly deeds that they have 
committed, meet upon His holy head ; let 
all tne impurity, injustice, cruelty, profanity, 
and impiety which have been perpetrated 

under these heavens, let all that vast accu- 

* 

mulation of iniquity be conceived as present 
to His inmost consciousness, and further- 
more let us imagine this appropriated and 
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realised by Him as the iniquity of His 
own, and does not this give us some 
faint idea of the deep, unmitigated agony 
of His soul, when from His oppressed, 
bewildered, faltering humanity there was 
wrung the cry, " My God, My Gk)d, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me?" If at 
Gethsemane He was brought to the ex- 
treme limit of obedience, here at Gol- 
gotha He is brought to the extreme limit 
of faith, there is but a hair*s-breadth 
between His soul and utter and absolute 
despair ; but yet, divine wonder, His 
faith was in His God. He trusted in 
God even then. Adam forsook God 
without cause on God's part. Jesus, the 
second Adam, though forsaken of God, 
clung to Him, asserted His faith from the 
midst of the darkness and cried, *^ My 
God, My God." 

At that hour, between God and the 
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Crucified, as between heaven and hell, 
there was a great, an infinite gulf, but 
that gulf was not fixed, there was a 
mighty bridge which spanned its gloomy 
depths. The sublime faith in God which 
even then possessed the soul of Jesus 
connected the victim on the Cross 
in darkness with the living God who 
dwells in light unapproachable. The 
word which indicates this wondrous 
faith, this gigantic bridge, is very insig- 
nificant, is the little " my," yea, as the 
word was uttered a little pointy a , ; 
yet this was the link which at that 
dark hour bound the soul of Jesus to 
the living God, and but for the faith 
which that point speaks, the redemption 
of mankind could never have been 
effected. Even then His heart was fixed, 
His faith did not fail. This ** my " twice 
repeated, manifests the most glorious 

M 
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triumph of faith eternity has ever wit- 
nessed. By it He still retains His hole 
of God, even when He has forsaker 
Him, even when all His waves an( 
billows are going over His head, anc 
thus He becomes " Emmanuel," Go< 
with us, even when under the curS' 
and condemnation of our sin. Thus cling 
ing to God and close to us. He i 
able to extricate man from the ruin an< 
condemnation of sin and the power o 
Satan. 

Here and now He dug the grav 
of sin, destroyed the curse, blotted ou 
the handwriting of ordinances that wa 
against us, that was contrary to us 
taking it out of the way, nailing i 
to His Cross. Here He broke dowi 
the wall of partition and opened u] 
a way whereby we may be brough 
as near to God as Himself. Here— 
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He hen, in heQ hid low ; 

Made sin. He sin o'eithrew; 
Bowed to the graven destroyed it so ; 

And death, bj dying, slew. 



Here is the cup, the tempest, the fire, 
^l^e sword, the darkness, the death that 
^in deserved, submitted to and abolished 
^*or all that believe. 



O Christ, what burdens bow'd Thy head ! 

Onr load was laid on Thee ; 
Thoa stoodest in the sinner's stead — 

Barest all my ill for me ; 
A victim led. Thy blood was shed ; 

Now there's no load for me. 

Death and the corse were in our cap — 

O Christ, 'twas full for thee ! 
But Thou hast drain'd the last dark drop— 

'Tis empty now for me. 
That bitter cup— love drank it up ; 

Now blessings' draught for me. 

The tempest's awful voice was heard— 

O Christ, it broke on Thee I 
Thy open bosom was my ward: 

It braved the storm for me. 
Thy form was scarr'd — ^Thy visage mart'd ; 

Now cloudless peace for me. 
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A flame was kindled in God's ire — 

O Christ, it burned on Thee ! 
It was a hot, consuming fire, 

^Ev*n in the fair green tree ; 
There did that fire feed and expire : 

Now it is quench*d for me. 

Jehovah bade His sword awake — 
O Christ, it woke *gainst Thee ! 

Thy blood the flaming blade must slake ; 
Thy heart its sheath must be — 

All for my sake, my peace to make : 
Now sleeps that sword for me. 

The Holy One did hide His face — 
O Christ, 'twas hid from Thee£ 

Dumb darkness wrapt Thy soul a space — 
The darkness due to me. 

But now that face of radiant grace 
Shines forth in light on me. 

For me. Lord Jesus, Thou hast died. 

And I have died in Thee 1 
Thou'rt risen : my bands are all untied ; 

And now Thou liv*st in me. 
When purified, made white, and tried. 

Thy glory then for me ! 

Here, in the desertion of the Lord 
Jesus, we have a proof that all who be- 
lieve ia Him shall never be forsaken. But 
also the solemn evidence that all who do 
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not believe shall be banished for ever 
from God's holy presence, shall hear the 
final sentence pronounced, " Depart from 
me ye cursed into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels." How 
infinitely was the only begotten Son 
banished from God into outer darkness 
when ** made sin for us ; " and if God 
has thus punished sin at the Cross, think' 
you He will be less strict to punish the 
iniquity of the siiiner augmented by the 
rejection of all His offers of salvation ? 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right? Surely, then, if men continue in 
impenitence and unbelief, as certainly as 
Jesus suffered an infinite punishment for 
sin, so certainly shall they suffer an ever- 
lasting banishment from the presence of 
Jehovah. 



THE 
CONSUMMATION OF REDEEMING LOVE, 

*' I ^HE fifth word of Jesus was spoken 
"*■ from the midst of that impenetrable 
darkness which was at once a sign of 
sympathy from inanimate nature, a warning 
to apostate Israel, and a symbol of the 
soul-agony and death of the Great Sin- 
bearer. Scarcely had He uttered that word, 
'*My God, My. God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me?" than the darkness vanished, 
the sun shone forth in ten-fold brilliancy* 
and Jesus sent up the triumphant shout, 
" It is finished ! " The action heretofore had 
been tardy ; slowly the moments must have 
dragged along during these three hours' 
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darkness ; but now the action is rapid, 
almost hurried. There is scarcely any 
interval between this sixth word and the 
seventh ; and that between the fifth and 
sixth is also very short, probably a little 
longer than between the two last, because 
here was interposed the giving Jesus to 
drink for the third time. Immediately after 
He cried, " My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me?" they dipped a sponge in 
vinegar, and putting it on a reed touched 
His lips with it. Was this in mockery or 
fear ? We think, perhaps, partly under 
the influence of both ; but in either case 
there was no true sympathy with that 
which was being enacted. 

This sixth word, "It is finished!" 
which is the most sublime and far- 
reaching of the seven, is given by neither 
Matthew, Mark, nor Luke ; John alone 
records it : and this is fitting, because 
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while Matthew in his gospel chiefly re- 
veals Jesus as " the Son of Abraham and 
David," Mark as the " Servant of God," 
Luke as the "Son of Man," John reveals 
to us Jesus *' the Son of God." " In 
the beginning was the word, and the 
word was with God, and the word was 
God," is the first utterance of John's 
gospel, and this key-note is maintained all 
the way through ; therefore, it is divinely 
appropriate that John should record this 
word, "It is finished ! " for it is pre- 
eminently the word of God and not of 
man. It corresponds to the Divine action 
on the sixth day of creation. Then as 
the panorama of God's created works spread 
out before Him beautiful, spotless, perfect 
— He looked upon all the work of His 
hands and behold it was very good. As 
the creating Word then looked on the 
old creation, so does He now on the 
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new ; not only in its initial manifestations, 
but in its full flower and development. He 
here takes in the whole results from the 
beginning to the end of time, and onward 
through eternity, and cries, "It is 
finished ! " 

The last word which He uttered, that 
from the midst of the darkness, was 
spoken to God ; this word is spoken as 
God. In the last He was the Son of 
Man, faltering, agonising, on the very verge 
of despair -, here He is the Soti of God, 
not commending His work to the approval 
of God, but with Divine majesty sealing 
it with His own seal, attesting it con^plete, 
and giving it the sufficient sanction of His 
own perfect approval. The last word was 
from the beginning of the 22nd Psalm, 
this is from its end, in which it is declared 
that " God hath done," that the work is 
divinely acconaplished. During the three 
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past hours Jesus had been enduring the 
agony of abandonment, of banishment into 
outer darkness from God, who is light 
and love ; for these hours He had been 
receiving the greatest part of the wages of 
sin, had been buried in the bowels of 
these dark mountains of iniquity which 
rise between us sin.-^ers and the Holy 
God. But now He emerges from that 
place of horror on the heavenward, God- 
ward side ; and as He issues from that 
dark tunnel which He has opened up 
right through all our mountainous iniqui- 
ties, and as the sunlight of heaven again 
falls upon Him, He cries, ** It is finished ! " 
" God hath done!" 

As the last word could not be fully 
comprehended on account of its depth, 
this cannot be comprehended on account 
of its height. We have no line long 
enough to fathom the depths of woe 
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manifested by the former, and we have 
no wing strong enough to soar to the 
heights of glory manifested by the present. 
It is so sublime that the wings of our 
thought and imagination can only bear us 
to the very lowest strata of its glory. 
We shall be soaring upward, upward 
through it for ever and ever, and yet 
shall never reach its highest height. This 
word is the infinite correlate in light and 
glory and communion with God of that 
impenetrable, dark, and mysterious banish- 
ment which we last considered. Never 
can either the one or the other be fully 
comprehended by finite intelligence. It is 
therefore with great diffidence that we lay 
before you a few thoughts suggested by 
this word. 

First of all, consider what passed before 
the eyes of Christ when He cried, " It is 
finished ! '' Think of the glorious sight. 
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the completed new creation both in its 
initial agonies slnd glorious consummation. 
He beholds all the glory which follows as 
well as all the suffering which is past, 
and He looks on all things, not from the 
point of view of the Cross, not from this 
end of the legal dispensation, not from 
the end of the dispensations either of grace 
or glory, not from the end of time, 
but as it were from the end of eternity. 
He looks on all from the throne of God; 
and though much has still to be done, as 
we mortals speak and as our history slowly 
evolves itself, though there is still to be 
accomplished the resurrection, ascension, the 
descent of the Holy Ghost, the gathering- 
in and building up of the Church, the 
gathering of Israel, the conversion of the 
world, the delivering up of the kingdom 
into the hands of God the Father — though 
all these things have to be developed 
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before the eyes of men, all are biiilt upoa 
the foundation laid here and now. And, 
therefore, Jesus looks upon all as already 
accomplished, not only because He sees 
the end from the beginning, but also because 
all of necessity flows from the strength 
and victory which are implied in this word. 
Though these processes are both new and 
long, they are only a course of fruit- 
bearing and reward, ' as this is one of 
seed-time and labour. Thus, if when first 
we listen to this word, we naturally cast 
' our eyes backward to see what is finished, 
when we think that He who utters it is 
God, who comprehends all eternity and 
immensity at a glance, we must look 
forward also on that which unfolds itself 
before the gaze of Christ, a field so vast 
as to baffle all our thoughts. He we have 
not only the whole history of the passion, 
not only the entire scope of the words 
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and workSy the incarnation, life, death, 
surrection, ascension, session, coming of 
Lord Jesus Christ, not only the wh 
field of Divine revelation, we have infinit 
more. We have here the whole history o 
the world and of the kingdom of God 
not only through time, but through all 
eternity. There is nothing lying beyond 
the reach of this word "It is finished!" 
even in eternity. All that mankind groping 
after Gk>d in darkness had striven to 
attain is here ; all that the Gentile world 
had felt and struggled for is here ; all 
that the Jewish world had waited for is 
here. All that the Church of God shall receive 
and become, all that is offered of grace 
and glory to the human race, all that 
creation is groaning for, all that angels are 
hoping for, all that devils are dreading, is 
here secured and won. Here we have the 
whole idea and substance of time and eter- 
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ity compressed into and expressed by the 
mie word, TcrcXcorai " It is finished ! " 

From this imperfect review of the field 
%at must have passed before the mental 
ision of the Lord Jesus when He uttered 
- his word, we may see how hopeless it 
i^s to unfold it, how hopeless to answer 
^he question. What is finished ? " It is 
-finished ! " This mysterious, pregnant, 
sublime it, this subject of the predicate, 
as awanting, and who can supply its 
place? What wondrous developments of 
Divine wisdom, and grace, and power, 
and holiness, and justice, and goodness, 
and truth does it not imply ! History 
from its opening pages until now, history 
from now till the end of time, has been 
evolving the subject of this predicate, and 
eternity alone will give the full develop- 
ment. Had we put the question to the 
Apostle John, "What is finished?" I 
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think he would have answered, " All 
things," All things which the Old Testa- 
ment pointed forward to in word, in type, 
in history — ^all things are done that the 
law required to be done ; all things 
abolished that had to be abolished ; all 
things established and made valid which 
God had promised by His holy prophets ; 
all things suffered that had to be suffered -, 
all the work done that was given to do. 
All testimony is finished, all conflict ended ; 
nothing more remains to be procured. As 
in and by Adam's fall all was lost, so now 
through the faithfulness of Jesus even 
unto death, all things are won. 

To the question, ** What is finished ? " 
we might answer, ** The revelation of 
what man is." Man has been tested by 
God in every variety of way, and in all 
possible circumstances. In innocency he 
was tested : and we know the result : 
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man became the easy prey of Satan, fell, 
and lost everything. Before the flood he 
was again tested. God gave man no 
formal law during that period ; he was 
left to the light of his own conscience 
(all that is needed according to some) ; 
and as the result we are told, ** The earth 
was corrupt and filled with violence." The 
two great spiritual characteristics of the 
great liar and murderer were rampant. 
Thus early did men manifest thoroughly 
that they were of " their father the devil.** 
So wicked had all flesh become that God 
swept all from the face of the earth with 
the waters of the flood. 

Again, God seeks to reveal what is in 
man. He puts into the hands of Noah, 
the new head of the human race, full 
sovereignty, and the fundamental germ of 
all law, " Whoso sheddeth man's blood 
by man shall his blood be shed.** Scarcely 



1 78 The Consummation of 

was this sovereignty committed to Noah 
than he shews his incapacity to use it, 
by failing in self-government, and becoming 
an object of derision and shame to his 
children. Failure is again stamped upon 
the flesh. Speedily we find man so corrupt 
as to worship images (what he did not 
dare to do before the flood), changing 
the glory of the incorruptible God into 
an image like corruptible man. In order 
to preserve a testimony to the truth, 
God called Abram from the midst of the 
idolatry to become a new centre around 
which should be gathered a holy nation, 
worshipping the one living and true God. 
But from the beginning Israel provoked 
God with its unfaithfulness, defiling them- 
selves with the abominations of Egypt, not 
only in the land, but even at the foot of 
Sinai. At Sinai we have human nature put 
under another process of testing, that its true 
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character might be revealed. Here God 
gave Israel His holy, just, and good law, 
and Israel promised *' all that the Lord 
hath spoken we will do." But speedily 
it was manifested that the natural heart 
is not subject to the law of God, neither, 
indeed, can be. Which of God's com- 
mandments have they not broken, which 
of His ordinances have they not forsaken ? 
Then God sent Israel prophet after pro- 
phet, witness after witness, to seek to 
turn their hearts to Him ; but all seemed 
the more to manifest their evil. Lastly, as 
a crowning test. He sent His Son, saying, 
**They will reverence My Son," But 
when they saw Him they said, " This 
is the Heir ; come let us kill Him, 
that the inheritance may be ours." And 
behold now, at this hour they have taken 
Him and with wicked hands have crucified 
Him. In the fact that man crucified the 

N 2 
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Lord Jesus we have God's own test and 
revelation of what your heart and mine 
is if it had free scope. They who killed 
the Son of Man were of the same blood 
as we, and in this testing of mankind we 
stand or fall. Do you believe in human 
nature? God does not. Do you believe 
in the great warm heart of humanity, of 
which we hear such beautiful babblings ? 
God does not. What did your great 
kind loving heart of humanity do to the 
Lord Jesus ? Crucified Him. And a 
thief alone entered his protest against the 
bloody deed. You cannot get over the 
fact. The Son of the living God, delivered 
into the hands of -man, was crucified and 
siain. Have we .not here the full, the 
finished revelation of what man is ! Human 
nature was put on probation for 4000 
years, from the time that God created 
man till now, but that time of probation 
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IS passed and gone for ever. No longer 
is human nature on trial. God has written 
on it what He wrote on the wall on 
that night of Belshazzar's feast, ** Mene, 
mene" — " Thou art weighed in the balances 
and art found wanting." By the death of 
Jesus it is proved that the natural heart 
is enmity against God, that it is deceit- 
ful above all things, and incurably wicked ; 
that in us, that is, in our flesh, dwelleth 
no good thing. Thus is finished the full 
revelation of what man is. 

Again, to the question. What is finished ? 
we might answer, ** the revelation of what 
God is." There are two great revelations 
made at the Cross ; the revelation of the 
heart of God and of • the heart of man. 
The Gospel is the revelation of the whole 
truth concerning God and concerning man 
— not concerning the one or the other, but 
both ; and, therefore, the Cross is the 
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central object of the Gospel, is the perfect 
Gospel, because it is the perfect manifesta- 
tion of these two. Accordingly, Paul would 
glory in nothing but the Cross. Here we 
see God revealed in a wisdom, and power, 
and holiness, and love which angels had not 
dreamt of before. Here we have the 
bewildered question of Job, "How can 
man be just with God ? " answered in a 
way that must have astonished all spiritual 
intelligences. Here is revealed how God 
can be just and the justifier of the un- 
godly. Here we behold all the attributes 
of God magnified and blended in a glory 
unspeakable. Here we see that " God is 
light," and in Him no darkness at all. 
Here also we behold that ** God is love"; 
love to us even when we were sinners 
doing nothing but that which is hateful 
in His eyes. Here we have the perfect 
unbosoming of the Eternal, the opening up 
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to us of the very heart of God, the per- 
fect revelation of the glorious truth that 
" God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him might not perish, but 
have everlasting life." 

And it is touching to note how these 
two revelations of God and man are here 
brought into juxtaposition. After Jesus had 
died, one of the soldiers who had come 
to look at those crucified and report 
whether or not they were dead, callously 
and with wanton enmity thrust a spear 
into the dead body of Jesus, This last 
indignity manifests how absolutely He was 
spurned of man ; reveals the carelessness, 
the godlessness, the enmity that still reigned 
in the human heart. But that which met 
the point of the spear, which poured from the 
wound it made, was the water and the blood 
which make the sinner whiter than snow. 
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The very spear that pierced His side, 
Drew forth the blood to save. 

'As the first act of man's enmity, the 
piercing of His hands and feet drew from 
His lips a cry for man's forgiveness ; so this 
last and crowning act drew from His heart the 
mingled floods which purchase and maintain it. 

Thus we have the twofold revelation 
of God and man completed ; God pouring 
forth on sinful man the saving stream 
whereby all sin* and enmity are for ever 
washed away. Surely if this revelation 
of God does not win the heart, nothing 
will. If man is not drawn by this cruci- 
fied One lifted up, it is because he will 
not be drawn, and so far as the manifesta- 
tion of God's redeeming love, and power, 
and wisdom is concerned, no further reve- 
lation will or can be given ; in regard to 
this also, " It is finished." 

Again, to the question. What is finished ? 
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we might answer, all the types and shadows 
of the Old Testament. From the begin- 
ning of the world every promise, every 
prophecy, every type, every ordinance, 
every priest, every sacrifice, every feast, 
every service, pointed forward to this. 
And above all that stream of sacrificial 
blood, springing as it were from the hand 
of God Himself, when He slew those first 
victims to supply our first parents with 
the needed covering, that stream of blood 
flowing through all these past ages, swell- 
ing out into a mighty river in the time of 
Israel's faithfulness, has ceased to flow, 
**It is finished." Upon all the glory of 
the past dispensation, so far as it was 
merely typical of this "Ichabod" may be 
written, the glory is departed. 

Not all the blood of beasts, 

On Jewish altars slaid, 
Could give the Ruilty conscience peace. 

Or wash away the stain. 
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But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, 

Takes all our guilt away ; 
A sacrifice of nobler name, 

And richer blood than they. 

Again, we might answer, " The putting 
away of sin is finished." If Jesus came 
into the world for one thing more than 
another, it was to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself, and thus glorify the 
name of the Father. Has He done it? 
This word answers, "It is finished." Sin 
is put away, full satisfaction to the justice 
of God has been made, the way back to 
the Father has been opened up. As a 
symbol of this truth the veil of the temple 
was rent in twdn from the top to the 
bottom. Since the fall of Adam there had 
been between mankind and God an im- 
penetrable veil and guardian cherubim. It 
was so in Eden when the flaming sword 
turned every way to guard the way to the 
tree of life. It was so in the tabernacle, 
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for when the priests went into the holy 
place they could not see the ark and the 
shekinah glory, because of that veil on 
which the cherubim were wrought. In 
the temple it was still the same, the way 
into God's presence was not yet opened 
up. • Thus, for all these centuries, from 
the time that Adam sinned till the time 
that the second Adam cried, "It i? 
finished ! " the way to God was barred 
by a shut gate and a flaming sword ; but 
now that His justice has been satisfied, 
now that the sword has descended, the 
Divine hand rends the veil in twain from 
the top to the bottom. 

The flaming sword for many a day, 
To Eden's bowers had barred the way ; 
But Jesus' blood its blade now dyes, 
His Cross has opened Paradise. 

By one sacrifice He has done all that had 
to be done to atone for human guilt, to 
redeem us from the curse of the law, to 
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finish transgression y to make an end of 
sin, and to bring in an everlasting right- 
eousness. Now to them who look for 
Him shall He appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation — ** It is 
finished ! " 

Having thus cursorily looked at a few 
of the answers which may be given to 
the question, " What is finished ? " con- 
sider now to whom this word has refer- 
ence. 

We have here a reference to Jesus 
Himself. As the fifth word was the 
irrepressible expression of His agony of 
soul, so this is the irrepressible outburst 
of the triumphant ecstatic joy which now 
fills His heart. We have also a reference 
to the Father ^ for this was the work 
which the Father had given Him to do, 
and the Father alone could fully under- 
stand what was implied in its being 



I - 



Redeeming L ove. J 8 9 

finished. Also it has a reference to the 
holy angels — " These things the angels 
desire to look into.*' They had been 
standing gazing on that dark scene enacted 
on Calvary. They had been listening in 
consternation to His last cry ; but now 
the glory of the Cross begins to burst 
upon them. Now they see new and won- 
drous cause to sing their song, " Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill to men.'* 

It refers to &atan and the powers of 
darkness. They had been in a state of 
intense solicitude in regard to the final 
outcome of this dark and bloody deed, 
and to them this word is the knell of 
utter and 'eternal discomfiture. Affrighted 
they fled before its power, down to the 
eternal shades, despairing, cursing, raging 
in futile fury. 

This word also refers to wicked and 
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rebellious Israel. Many in Israel were 
inclined to say, " This Man began to 
build and was not able to finish His 
work ; our work is accomplished, His is 
destroyed, we have for ever marred it." 
Did they think so ? How different was 
the reality. It is He who is the con- 
queror ; it is His work, not theirs, which 
is finished — that work for which He came 
from heaven to earth.* 

And lastly, there is .a reference here to 
all mankind. While it is, first of all, 
the herald of Jesus* victory, it is, in the 
second place, the herald of man's salvation, 
the voice of God Himself proclaiming that 
He is for us, that the angel's song may 
also be ours. 

This is the great triumphant shout 
of consummation. It resounded through 
heaven and awoke the hallelujahs of the 
angels j it reverberated through the shades 
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of darkness like the trump of doom 
announcing the destruction of the works 
of the devil. Its blissful sound has been 
wafted over sea and land ; and who can 
tell how many bruised and broken hearts, 
how many agonising consciences, how 
many despairing souls have found in this 
word a heavenly balm and an eternal 
cordial. On how many ears has this 
word fallen as the sound of the great 
trumpet of jubilee proclaiming eternal 
emancipation from the bondage of sin, 
and an abundunt entrance into the eternal 
glory ; yes, and when that world's glory 
shall break upon our souls, when we shall 
have laid aside for ever this body of sin 
and death, when all these veils of infir- 
mity and ignorance which now blind our 
spiritual sight shall be torn for ever 
from us ; then, and only then, shall we 
begin in some true measure to realise 
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what is meant by this word, "It i 
finished." 

But if we are to realise it then, w 

« 

must have a true if faint realisation of i 
now. Do you put the question, "Wha 
must I do to be saved ? Jesus answers^ 
** Nothing," "It is finished." What ?" 
Have I nothing to do ? Think how guiltjr 
and depraved I am, think how holy God 
is. Surely much must be done before a 
sinner such as I can be brought into the 
presence of God.^ True, and if you set 
yourself with all your might through all 
eternity to do itj you would not be able 
to succeed ; but it // done — ^Jesus cried " It 
is finished ! " How difficult and costly was 
the work ; it cost God far more than the 
cattle on a thousand hills, far more than 
all the riches that lie beneath the sea or 
glittering in the mine, far more than ten 
thousand times ten thousand suns and 
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systems. It cost God, His only begotten 

Son, every drop of whose precious blood 

^was dearer to Him than ten thousand worlds. 

But all has been done : "It is finished." 

Surely the place that you should occupy is 

to say Amen to God's precious "It is 

finished," and rejoice in His salvation. Do 

you ask then. What must I do to be 

saved ? Listen to God's own answer : — 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 

and thou shalt be saved." 



THE 
PERFECT END OF REDEEMIN'G LOVE, 

" \ T THEN Jesus had cried with a loud 
^ ^ voice, He -said. Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit ; and 
having said thus He gave up the ghost." 

This last word of the Lord Jesus is the 
most blessed. Spoken as it was in almost 
the same breath with the word, "It is 
finished," it indicates the Sabbath of the 
soul of Jesus, His entrance into that glo- 
rious and everlasting rest which He had so 
well earned. The previous word is His 
last farewell to time, this is the first word 
of greeting as He passes into the spirit 
world and the immediate presence of the 
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Father. It speaks of rest after agonising 
toil, of reward after terrible trial, of 
honour after a hard- won fight, of exalta- 
tion after humiliation, of light after dark- 
ness, of love unspeakable after hate most 
Satanic, of nearness unapproachable after 
infinite separation, of joy after deepest 
sorrow, of blessing after awful curse. In 
the first word He addressed God as 
Father, and now He has come back in 
spirit to that starting-point of heavenly 
communion, of unbroken fellowship. Again 
He is the only begotten Son in the bosom 
of the Father, and more blessedly than 
before ; for when He first cried " Father," 
there was before Him that deep and dark 
descent into the place of separation where 
He was made sin for us ; but now there 
is nothing but the ascent into these loving 
arms stretched out to receive Him, and 

therefore there is a fulness of grace, and 

o 2 
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joy, and ecstasy, in this utterance whic! 
was not in the first. 

We see in this word a manifestation 
glorious liberty of soul. There is n 
shrinking back from physical death ; n 
trembling on the brink of that dull, cold 
sullen stream •, no being dragged like 
felon to a dreaded doom. There is n 
compulsion here ; it is with glorious free 
dom of will, with joyous bounding c 
spirit, that He passes on. He is nearin 
the goal, and presses on with springii 
step and bounding pulse as fast as I 
may. He trembles not at the shad 
feared of man -, it is no king of terror? 
Him. He beholds the smiling face of 
Father beaming on Him from beyond 
tomb ; and though death had been 
sented to Him in its most ghastly a 
yet to attdn that blessed presence He 
it would be a well-spent journey t 
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seven deaths lay between. " Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit." 

But the word speaks also of perfect 
faith ; there is no shadow of distrust in 
His heart, no fear as to the future- There 
is no doubt as to the reception He will 
receive from the Father, no question as 
to His acceptance. All is dear as the 
noon-day. His trust is absolutely perfect. 
He knows that all is well with Him both 
soul and body for evermore ; that He 
can in the most absolute confidence give 
up, not only His spirit, but also the frail 
tenement of His flesh, into the hands of 
His Father, knowing that even His body 
will be counted precious ; carefully guarded 
as a sacred trust, " Not a bone of it 
broken ; " highly honoured ; ** Laid in the 
sepulchre of the rich." His experience 
at this moment is brought before us in 
the end of the sixteenth Psalm : " I have 
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set the Lord always before me; because 
He is at my right hand, I shall not be 
moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and 
my glory rejoiceth : my flesh also shall 
rest in hope. For Thou wilt not leave 
my soul in hell ; Thou wilt not suffer 
Thine holy one to see corruption. Thou 
wilt shew me the path of life : in Thy 
presence is fulness of joy, at Thy right 

HAND ARE PLEASURES EVERMORE." In 

such absolute, unalloyed confidence this 
word was uttered, " Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My spirit." 

The word also speaks of His unim- 
paired mental consciousness. He is con- 
scious that everything is done according 
to the will of the Father. His mental 
vision is not in the slightest degree im- 
paired. He does not pass from earth in 
the darkness of a clouded intellect, but 
with all the powers of His mind in full 
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and perfect operation. He is conscious 
that nothing more remains but to pass 
into the presence of the Father and 
receive from Him the high reward of His 
finished work. The fact that His last 
word is a modified quotation from the 
words of the thirty-first Psalm, " Into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit, Thou 
hast redeemed Me," the addition ** Father," 
and the omission, " Thou hast redeemed 
Me," being divinely appropriate, is of 
itself sufficient proof of His full, clear, 
mental consciousness. 

And the word speaks not only of the 
glorious liberty of His soul, of His per- 
fect confidence, and unclouded mental 
consciousness, but also of inexpressible 
happiness. All grief has passed away, its 
last vestige has vanished for ever with 
the darkness. This word, ** Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit," is not 
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only a cheerful word, it is jubilant, 
ecstatic. Hell, which had hitherto raged 
around Him, has given up its cause as 
altogether lost, Jesus has His heel upon 
the head of that old serpent the devil. 
Here it is bruised, and his power is 
utterly broken ; and though no human 
hand is there to soothe the dying mo- 
ments of the Victor, He is not now 
alone, for the Father is with Him. . There 
is nothing now between Him and the 
pleasures which are at God's right hand ; 
and therefore His heart is filled with un- 
speakable joy. He breathes out His spirit 
into the waiting hands of the Father with 
ineffable happiness. 

But seeing this word speaks of such 
joyous emotions, is it not surprising that 
it should precede His death ? Let us 
consider why His death should be so '. 
intimately associated with such a blessed 
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-word. Deathy of course, in its deepest 
and most dreadful sense — ^that death which 
consists in the separation of the whole 
being from God — ^Jesus had already en- 
dured. Now there was nothing before Him 
but mere physical death as the Lamb of God 
who had finished His work. But we must 
remember that His physical as well as His 
spiritual death was a wonder. He died not 
as other men die. There was a wonder 
in His death so great as to lead the cen- 
turion who attended the execution to con- 
fess, " certainly this . was a righteous man ** 
— so great as to make many of those who 
came together to behold that sight, smite 
their breasts and return to Jerusalem. 
Wherein did this wonder consist ? We 
know from ancient and modern history 
that those who are crucified generally die 
very slowly. Crucifixion is one of the 
most lingering modes of death with which 
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we are acquainted ( and as a matter of fact, 
it has never been known that any being 
put thus to death has expired, as Jesus 
did, in the course of six hours ; often 
criminals have been known to linger as 
long as three or four days. The ancient 
Christian fathers who lived in the East, 
and were perfectly acquainted with this 
mode of execution, all declare that Christ's 
death was miraculous. Seeing Jesus died 
in such an unusually short time, we must 
conclude that the physical cause of His 
death was not exhaustion ; and we may come 
to the same conclusion when we remember 
that immediately before He expired He 
cried with a loud voice. What, then, was 
the physical cause of Christ's death? A 
godly physician spent a quarter of a cen- 
tury in trying to answer that question, and 
as the result of his reverential and pains- 
taking inquiries, came to the conclusion 
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that Jesus had died of a ruptured heart. 
One fact which this physician points out 
establishes this conclusively to the medical 
mind. John, the beloved disciple, after 
conveying Mary to Jerusalem, had returned 
to Calvary, and lingered round the Cross 
till the very last. He saw the soldier 
pierce the side of Jesus, and he noticed 
that forthwith there flowed "blood and 
water." Now, we are told that only when 
death has been caused by the rupture of 
the heart, could such a phenomenon occur. 
"We know that blood, if collected, coagu- 
lates, separates into two parts — - clotted 
blood and a watery liquid ; but before this 
separation can take place it requires to be 
collected in some quantity, and allowed to 
remain still for some time. What takes 
place in the case of those who die from 
rupture of the heart is this : the heart 
being contained in a little bag, called the 
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pericardium, when its walls are ruptured, 
pours the blood into this little bag, where 
it can settle and separate into water and 
blood ; and as a matter of fact, physicians 
tell us that this is the only mode of death 
in which the blood can coagulate within 
the body. Thus from the spear-thrust of 
the soldier, causing a mingled stream of 
water and blood to flow from Jesus' side, 
have we not evident proof that this was 
the physical cause of Christ's death ? But 
after we have established that Jesus died 
of a broken heart, we have yet to answer 
the question, What ruptured His heart? 
Many answer, " Grief"; that His grief 
was so deep, His soul-anguish so intense, 
as to altogether overpower His humanity, 
and thus literally the word was fulfilled, 
" Reproach hath broken My heart." Now, 
while we know that intense mental emo- 
tion, whether of grief or joy, is sufficient 
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to cause this rupture of heart, and there- 
fore induce death, we cannot believe that 
the rupture of Jesus' heart was occasioned 
by grief. To say that the reproach of 
man thus affected Him, would be to hold 
that His sorrow as a faithful witness was 
greater than His sorrow as the sin-bearer 
— would be to hold that the suffering He 
endured from man was more intense than 
the suffering He endured from God at that 
dark hour of separation. Besides, we read of 
no reproach on man's part immediately prece- 
ding His decease ; and in the prophetic Psalm 
this reproach is coupled with events that 
have already occurred. Therefore we must 
take these words of the Psalmist in their 
usual signification, as expressing how acute 
was the pain of reproach to the sensitive 
soul of Jesus. If grief had literally broken 
His heart. He would never have come out 
of that three hours' darkness and desertion. 
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Surely it was then that He was ov^s^^"^' 
whelmed by His greatest anguish ; i£ ^"C^^^^^"^ 
grief could have, broken His heart, 
would have been this ; and had th/ ^ 
grief broken His heart, then His las^ ^ 
cry would have been, "My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" 
Sad, sad had it been for humanity had 
this been His final cry, had Jesus 'broken 
down under the burden of this grief. 

But what evidence is there that at the 
time the soul of Jesus passed frpm the 
body, it was wrung with excessive grief? 
Is there any symptom of a shadow of 
grief in the word, " It is finished ? '* Can 
we suppose in that Godhead look which 
He cast on the new creation, on its travail 
pains all past, on its glories all to come, 
can we suppose that here there was any 
tinge of sadness ? No, all is triumph and 
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Again, is there any trace of grief in 
this last word, ** Father, into Thy hands 
I commend My spirit ? *' When He was 
delivered into the hands of men He could 
say, ** Reproach hath broken my heart;" 
but could He do so now when He is 
delivering His soul into the hands of God 
His Father ? It cannot be. Is there any 
grief in the upward look of trust, in the 
confidence and joy with which a child 
regards his father's smiling face? Is the 
child filled with grief when he beholds 
the down-stretched arms ready to receive 
him and clasp him to a loving heart ? Is 
not this a feeble picture of the blessed 
relation Jesus consciously bore to the 
Father, when He said, ** Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My spirit ? " How can 
it be, then, that His soul at such a mo- 
ment, was filled with grief ? There is 
not the slightest room for supposing that 
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He has now any spiritual grief or agony. 
If the martyr-followers of Jesus could sing 
when tied to the stake, sing when made 
fuel for the flames ; if they could rise 
superior to all physical torture in the 
consciousness of God's approving smile, is 
Jesus less than they? Surely the servant 
is not greater than his master ! Surely 
the Father's smile is dearer far to Jesus 
than to the greatest of His saints ! What 
were the physical pains of the Cross to 
the Lord Jesus now — now that He has 
emerged from that dread and impenetrable 
darkness, now that the mountain is rolled 
from His heart? If His soul sufferings 
were the soul of His sufferings, surely all 
that remains is as nothing to Him when 
He can cry, ** Father, into Thy hands I 
commend My spirit." 

Yet we believe most firmly that Jesus 
died of a ruptured heart j but it was a 
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heart ruptured not by excessive grief, but 
excessive joy -, and this outburst of glad- 
ness, this miraculous joy in the Crucified, 
manifested by every tone of the last cry, 
so unlike what they had expected or were 
accustomed to, this was the wonder which 
struck home to the hearts of the centurion 
and the multitude. 

It is singular that the examples given 
of those who have died under the in- 
fluence of sudden emotion, refer more to 
those who have died of sudden joy than 
of sudden grief. It seems as if our poor 
human nature was less able to bear exces- 
sive joy than grief. One instance given 
is that of Sophocles, who, when informed 
that he had been victorious in a public 
literary contest, instantly expired. Another 
is that of a father, who when he was told 
that three of his sons were crowned in 
one day at the Olympian games, was so 
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enraptured that he fell down dead. Ex- 
cessive joy, in both cases, was the cause 
of rupture of the heart. Now have we 
not here a sufficient cause for the physical 
death of the Lord Jesus ? Let us think 
in all reverence of that sense of relief 
that must have filled His heart on emerg- 
ing from the darkness and desertion. 
Remember the glorious. Godlike glance 
He casts over the new creation. Re- 
member the triumphant shout, ** It is 
finished ! " Is He not already be^nning 
to realise " the joy He had set before 
Him ? " Remember the upward glance 
into the smiling face of the Father — the 
Father from whom He has been separated, 
and into whose embrace He is now about 
to pass. Think of the joy of that meet- 
ing after all HJs life of humiliation, when 
He endured such contradiction of sinners, 
after all the agony of that dread day. 
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after all the grief, the shame, the curse. 
Think of Him passing into that eternal 
and unchangeable enjoyment of the Divine 
complacency, that ineffable rest, after the 
wrestling ;in (Jethsemane, the buffeting 
before Pilate and Herod. Think of that 
Sabbath of His soul, after all its torture 
and weariness ; looking upward, does He 
not feel — 

There shall I bathe my weary soul, 

In seas of blissful rest ; 
And not a wave of trouble roll, 

Across my peaceful breast? 

Think, oh think, of that wondrous flood 

of glory which is flowing in upon Him 

from eternity ! reward upon reward, 

honour upon honour, glory upon glory 

in infinite abundance. Think of that 

blessing, and honour, and glory, and 

power, and wisdom, and riches, and 

strength, which are to be His for ever 

and ever ! His ears even now catch the 

p 2 
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first notes of the triumphant song of the 
angels that surround the throne of His 
Father ; and the flutter, the ecstacy of 
the joy is too great for His weakened 
body ; His humanity could not bear it 
longer, and broke down under the ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory that 
rushed in upon His soul. When Jesus 
had said, *' Father, into Thy hands I 
commend My spirit," He bowed His head 
and gave up the ghost. Thus His death 
is not only the final phase of His atone- 
ment, but a full proof of His acceptance. 

Learn of Jesus Christ to die. If we 
are His, we can share in aH His dying 
experiences, except those that imply atone- 
ment for sin. We, like Him, may be 
filled with the love which forgives all 
and prays even for the injurious ; we, 
also, when sore beset ourselves, may seel 
the salvation of the penitent, and care fc 
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the interests of our own. Like Him, in 

the hour of nature's weakness, we may 

have to whisper, " I thirst ;" and our aim 

in life ought constantly to be, so to work 

and so to live that at the last in some 

true measure we can say, " I have finished 

the work Thou hast given me to do ," 

and when we have looked back and 

around on all, we too, trusting in the 

same love that will greet us beyond the 

grave, may say, ** Father, into Thy hands 

I commend my spirit." Was not the last 

word of Stephen modelled on that of 

Jesus ? Echoing Jesus' first word. He 

prayed, **Lay not this sin to their 

charge •" and echoing the last in the cry, 

" Lord Jesus, receive my spirit," he fell 

asleep : and as it has been with Stephen, 

so has it been again and again in the 

history of God's chosen. When the 

accomplished, young, and beautiful Lady 
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Jane Grey was about to lay her head upon 
the block, she said, ** Lord, into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit." When John 
Huss was about to seal his testimony with 
his blood, he said, " Oh, my rock and 
my fortress, into Thy hands I commend 
my spirit." When Ridley was in the 
flames he said, ** Into Thy hands, O 
Lord, I commend my spirit." When the 
grand unconquerable Columbus was about 
to die, thank God he also said, " In manus 
tuas, Domine, commendo spiritum meum." 
Can you pillow your dying head on the 
confidence which these words breathe ? 
Then happy, glorious is your death. 
Then the meanest cot, aye, or the cross, 
or the gibbet, or the stake, becomes to 
you a chariot of glory in which you are 
sweeping through the opened gates of 
heaven, to the throne of a Father- God, 
washed in the blood of the Lamb. 
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Naturally we shrink from death, and 

did we not regard it in itself with hatred 

and horror, we should not be in sympathy 

with him who has said, " O death, I will 

be thy plagues ; O hell, I will be thy 

destruction ;" but let us have the presence 

of Jesus with us when we pass through 

the valley, and it is robbed of all its 

gloom. Let our souls fully realise His 

dying love, let us with faith behold His 

loving arms stretched out to welcome us, 

and we fear no evil : then we can say — 



Where are thy waves, O Jordan? 

Thy emptied bed- lies dry, 
And all thy power is broken, 

Thy waters stand on high. 
I fear not Jordan's river ; 

Its flood is pass'd for me ; 
And hasting dry-shod over, 

I soon at rest shall be. 

I do not dread death's valley, 
To me a pasture green; 

For there, beside still waters, 
Is laid its peaceful scene. 
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I 

I do not fear death's shadow, 

A shadow ne'er can harm ; 
I must rejoice in Jesus, 

When resting on His arm. 

O Grave, where is thy victory? 

O Death, where is thy sting ? 
Thy sting was lost on Calvary ; 

Thou art a powerless thing. 
Then lead me through thy broken gates. 

Where Jesus passed before ; 
He comes to take me to my home. 

Where I shall die no more. 
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THE COMMISSION OF REDEEMING LOVE. 

** Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto me, 
both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth." — Acts i., 8. 



^THHE occasion on which a word is 
-^ spoken often gives colouring to its 
meaning, as well as enhancement to its 
value ; therefore it is well in seeking to 
elucidate the true and full force of any 
utterance of our Lord, to set ourselves 
down as thoroughly as possible in the 
midst of the circumstances in which it was 
uttered. Accordingly, ere we concentrate 
our attention on these words of Jesus — 
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the very last He spoke on earth — let us 
briefly consider their surroundings, 

Jesus had died and risen again. For forty 
days He had lingered mysteriously on the 
scene of His humiliation and sufferings, ap- 
pearing now and again to His disciples, some- 
times unexpectedly, sometimes by appoint- 
ment, at any time in any place. Surely His 
work during these forty days must be looked 
upon with peculiar interest. We might ask, 
indeed. Has not His work been accomplished 
already ? Was not everything done that had 
to be done when He hung upon the Cross ? 
Did He not cry, "It is finished?" Why, then, 
any after-work ? Let us answer by illustra- 
tion. When the two companies engaged in 
tunneling the Alps met each other in the dark 
heart of Mont Cenis, looking each other in 
the face they could cry with exultation, " It 
is finished ! " A necessary, a difficult, a 
grand and glorious work had been done ; but 
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this work, after all, was only preparatory to 
a higher, and this higher work we now 
see being carried on in the uninterrupted 
and easy communication which has been 
established between countries north and 
south of the Alps, in the binding together 
of these places by bands of steel and 
energy of steam. Even so between heaven 
and earth there was a great barrier : tower- 
ing to the heavens the dark mountains of 
our iniquities rose, separating between us 
and God, so that we could by no means 
come nigh to Him. But Jesus by His 
death overcame that obstacle, tunneled the 
dark mountain, opened up a way of access 
to God ; and when He cried, " It is 
finished ! " God had done putting away 
sin, — perfect atonement was made ; justice 
was perfectly satisfied, love perfectly mani- 
fested, truth perfectly vindicated, the Divine 
Majesty absolutely conserved. But the work 
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of the Cross, however necessary, however 
arduous, however glorious, was initiative, 
was preparatory to that higher work on 
which Jesus has entered as the risen Saviour, 
the Advocate, the Head of the Church, 
" He suffered, the just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God." It was 
also preparatory to the work of the Holy 
Ghost, in gathering out of the world the 
members of the Church, in building them 
up, on the foundation that had been laid, 
broad and deep, by the death of Christ, 
into a perfect and glorious temple; and 
while this is the case, the ministry of 
Jesus, during the forty days after His 
resurrection, was a linking on of His past 
work on earth to His present work in 
heaven, and to the work of the Spirit as 
sent down from heaven. As regards His 
own past work with the disciples, it was 
supplimentary ; as regards the future work 



^ 
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of the Spirit, it was preparatory, and in 
both respects it was indispensable. 

How necessary were these forty days* 
ministry to His disciples. It was then 
that He gave them many infallible proofs 
of His resurrection, so that determined 
unbelief was changed into reverential faith, 
and deepest grief was turned to rapturous 
joy. It was then that His true dignity 
as the Son of God burst with overpower- 
ing blaze upon them, so that each could 
cry, as never before, ** My Lord, and my 
God ! " It was then that their own high 
dignity as His brethren (revealed in His 
first resurrection word) dawned upon their 
hearts. It was then that He opened their 
minds that they should understand the 
Scriptures ; and all His wondrous teach- 
ings before death, which had hitherto 
floated about in their minds cloudy and 
formless, were now, in the peace which 
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He breathed upon them, precipitated and 
crystallised in glorious symmetry around 
His cross. There was a perfecting of 
that which concerned them. But there 
was also a preparing of them for that 
which was to come after. It was then He 
gave them their high commission, pointing 
them forward to the work in which they 
should be engaged during His absence. It 
was. then that He gave commandment con- 
cerning the care of His flock to the under- 
shepherds, and insisted on their following 
only in His footsteps as the good-shepherd. 
And above all, it was then, by His myste- 
rious appearances to them, so unlike what 
they had been accustomed to in former 
days, so spiritual yet so real, so solemnising 
yet so beneficent, so brief yet so preciotis, 
so reserved yet so longed-for, so unlimited 
as to time — in the morning, at noon, in 
the twilight, by night ; so unconfined as 
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to place — ^in the garden, in the upper room, 
on the highway, on the sea-shore, on the 
bill-side, in Galilee, in Jerusalem ; so im- 
partial as to person — to Mary, to the 
women, to Cleopas and his companion, to 
Peter, to the Ten, to Thomas, to the 
five hundred. Surely by such intercourse 
He prepared them for the future ministry 
of the Spirit. What could be more fitted 
to lead them up to the conception and 
enjoyment of a real though unseen and 
spiritual presence of Jesus than such ap- 
pearances ? What could more aptly teach 
the truth of His. own word, "Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world?" 

These and other ends were accomplished 
by this resurrection-ministry on earth. How 
uneducated, how unbelieving, how sorrow- 
ful, how useless, would the disciples have 
been without them I yea, might we not 
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ask, Where would Christianity itself have 
been ? If we need the forty days that 
preceded Jesus' public ministry, much 
more do we need the forty that succeeded 
it ; therefore as He began His ministry by 
a period of preparing, so He ends it by a 
period of perfecting; and both by the 
preparing and the perfecting He manifests 
His Divine sufficiency for the work. 

But all this is now done. The minds 
of the chosen ones are enlightened, their 
hearts are established ; they are firmly set 
as a strong foundation into the rock, that 
on them might be built a spiritual house, 
great and glorious. For the last time 
Jesus is with them. They had met in 
Jerusalem, probably by appointment. He 
finishes His instructions, and leads them 
out of the city. He passes along the 
well-known road to Bethany. Slowly they 
ascend the slopes of the Mount of Olives. 
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Will not the path bring to the mind of 
His followers recent events ? Almost at 
every step scenes strike the eye that must 
have suggested trains of wondrous thought 
There is Gethsemane, and they remember 
His mysterious agony and bloody sweat ; 
and here, on the brow of the hill, behold- 
ing Jerusalem, He had shown that no less 
mysterious love, and shed those precious 
tears. But has He not told them since 
His resurrection that after the sufferings 
comes the glory ? Has He not even now 
been speaking of the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, far more powerful than that of 
John, though to it Jerusalem and all Judea 
crowded ? Surely this baptism would 
make His people willing in the day of 
power ; surely this would make them cry, 
'* Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord ! " Moved by some such im- 
pulse, with the deepest spiritual sense of 

Q 
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what was implied in the kingdom coming, 
and with somewhat of the same spirit of 
love towards Jerusalem, which Jesus Him- 
self had manifested, they unitedly and 
reverentially asked Him, "Lord, wilt Thou 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 
This was no question of carnal curiosity, 
for Jesus answers it in no spirit of reproof, 
but rather as a kind and gratified teacher, 
commending their spirit, but correcting a 
tendency to err by bringing them face to 
face with their immediate work. By the 
form of His answer He acknowledges that 
there is a time and a season for this glo- 
rious restoration ; but He tells them that 
while a fixing of dates was in no way 
their concern, they had a special, a won- 
drous, a divinely planned and appointed 
work before them — a work which would 
require not only all the energy and atten- 
tion they could give it, but which could 
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not be accomplished apart from power 
from on high — " Ye shall receive power 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you, and ye shall be witnesses unto Me 
both in Jerusalem, and m all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and to the uttermost part of the 
earth." 

iSuch were His last words, and when 
He had uttered them — not, like Enoch or 
Elijah, taken up by a power external and 
independent ; not, like them, in secret — 
but ascending in virtue of His own in- 
herent, Divine, heavenward gravitation, 
from the centre of the little group, and 
with every eye riveted upon Him, He was 
parted from them, and a cloud received 
Him out of their sight. 

What a glorious parting have we here ! 

He had gone in and out among them 

during the days of His flesh, and they 

had beheld His glory, the glory as of the 

Q2 
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only-begotten of the Father. And now 
He leaves them -, their paths, as it were, 
separate. He ascends far above all princi- 
pality, and power, and might, and domi- 
nion, and every name that is named, to 
the highest seat that heaven affords. They 
pass on through every kingdom, and tribe,, 
and tongue, to the uttermost part of the 
earth. He ascends to the glory and the 
joy, to the peace and the power He has 
won as the faithful witness, as well as to 
the glory He had before th^ world was. 
They followed on in His earthly foot- 
steps, treading the path of witness-bearing, 
and often, like Him, sealing their testi- 
mony with their blood. He looks down 
on a people redeemed by His blood, 
quickened by His spirit, formed into a 
glorious Church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; they look up 
to a Man, an Advocate, a Friend, a 
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Bridegroom, on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high ; and both look forward 
through the little while of parting to the 
time when He shall come to receive them 
to Himself, that where He is there they 
may be also. Therefore with great joy 
these men of Galilee returned to Jeru- 
salem, there to wait for the promise of 
the Father. 

Having thus looked at the surroundings 
of these words, notice now more closely 
the words themselves. They speak of 
power in four aspects : power from a 
special source — " Ye shall receive power 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you ; " power acting in a particular direc- 
tion — " Ye shall be witnesses unto Me ;" 
power diffused in a certain order (from 
the centre outward) — ** In Jerusalem and 
in all Judea," &c. ; power to be exerted 
over a specific area — **To the utter- 



2 : o The Commission of 

most part of the earth : " or, power 
in Its source, its direction, its order, its 
extent. 

First, consider the source from which 
power was to flow — " Ye shall receive 
power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you." This power had not yet come 
upon them ; it was a future gift to be 
bestowed — a gift sent down from heaven 
by the risen and exalted Saviour — 
a gift which was at once the promise 
of the Father, the proof of Jesus' 
acceptance with God, and the power 
which was to carry them on in the 
path which He had marked out before 
them. 

Think how many and rich qualifications 
these Galilean fishermen already had for 
their appointed work, as they stood there 
upon the Mount of Olives. Had they 
not hearts filled brimful of the intensest 
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enthusiasm, the firmest faith, and the deep- 
est reverence ? Surely all that could be 
desired of leal-hearted devotedness to that 
adorable One who had lived for them, 
who had died for them, who rose again, 
and who has even now passed into that 
which is within the veil for them — surely 
all that was their portion. Surely as they 
gazed on Him as He ascended into heaven 
blessing them. His pierced hands and feet 
the last object that met their sight — surely 
their hearts would be knit to Him as 
never heart was knit to heart. 

And, in addition to faithful and joyous 
hearts, had they not minds enlightened to 
understand all the mysteries of wisdom 
and knowledge? Were they not scribes, 
able rightly to divide the Word of Truth 
— stewards able to bring out of their 
treasury things new and old? Were they 
not men whom the Master Himself had 
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trailed, and who, if in unbelief were fools 
and slow of heart to understand all that 
was written, now in faith, and even in 
virtue of former unbelief — the scales fallen 
from their eyes — are peculiarly fitted to 
be instructors of others in the truth ? 

And yet more. They had faithful hearts 
and enlightened minds ; but had they not 
also a special call from the Master to the 
work before them ? They went not a 
warfare on their own charges. Was it 
not He who separated them to be with 
Him in His temptation, to be witnesses 
of His resurrection, to be apostles to the 
world ? He Himself endows them with 
the highest official standing. 

What more is needed than these, a 
heart faithful and true, a mind thoroughly 
furnished and enlightened, a call to official 
standing direct and unimpeachable ? One 
thing more — power from on high, the 
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baptism of the Holy Ghost. All these 
former things are necessary and indispen- 
sable, but the heart, the mind, the office, 
are all useless without the Spirit. As it 
was then, so is it now. For the work of 
God in this day we " do require hearts 
true to the Lord Jesus, minds richly stored 
with all truth, a call to office from God 
Himself. But in addition to these, above 
all these, do we require the power of the 
Holy Ghost, without which these gifts 
will profit nothing. See that ponderous 
locomotive engine, shining in all the glory of 
burnished brass and iron : all its machinery 
is perfect, all its supplies laid in ; so far as 
these things go it is perfectly furnished for its 
journey. But try to start it ; it will not move 
an inch. Why ? Is it not on the rails ? are 
not all its parts perfect ? Yes ; but the 
fire is not kindled. All its mechanism, 
however perfect, ig useless without the fire. 
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But let the fuel be set on fire — let that 
furnace glow, and then the ponderous 
machine trembles with suppressed energy 
in every inch of its iron frame. The 
whole seems instinct with life, and at a 
touch of the finger, with its long train 
behind it, will rush on into the darkness 
like a shooting star, the most striking 
manifestation of power that the hand of 
man has made. Even so is it with the 
minister of Christ. However perfectly he 
may be furnished for his ministry, however 
true his heart, however clear his intellect, 
however important his office, except the fiery 
baptism from above kindles his soul and im- 
parts Divine energy, he cannot move an 
inch in the true path of testimony. 

But something more is said about this 
power. We are not only told its source 
but also its direction. This is indicated 
in the next clause, " Ye shall be witnesses 
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unto Me." Among physical powers there are 
some simple and some complex — some acting 
in one direction, some in many directions. 
So is it in the spiritual world ; therefore 
it is exceedingly important to be told the 
line along which, the power from on high 
acts ; that is, the special work to which 
the Holy Ghost impels those who submit 
to Him. This knowledge may be cor- 
rective or stimulative : corrective, if we are 
seeking to put forth power in a contrary 
or divergent direction ; stimulative, if we 
are indeed seeking to work along the 
line of His power. 

In what direction does this heavenly, 
spiritual, indispensable power urge us ? 
What does it lay before us as our speciality ? 
Witness-bearing — " Ye shall be witnesses 
unto Me." Not so much prophets of the 
future as witnesses of the past. Not 
defenders of the faith, but witnesses of the 
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truth. Not concerned about ourselves in 
any sense, but about Him and the truth 
that manifests Him. Speak of Me^ He 
says, not of yourselves ; and speak of Me 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth. " Ye shall be witnesses 
unto Me." Spiritual instinct teaches the 
believer that this is the only path of 
power. When the sinner of Sychar went 
into the city, what was her cry ? " Come, 
see a man that told me all the things 
which ever I did : is not this the Christ ? " 
When Peter, full of the Holy Ghost, stood 
up on the day of Pentecost, his sermon 
was every word a witness-bearing; its* point 
and power lay in the truth — "This Jesus 
hath God raised up, whereof we all are 
witnesses.'* And so, wherever • the Gospel 
is preached, it is to be for ** a witness." 
And we can expect God's blessing and 
the manifestations of the Spirit's power 
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accompanying our work only as it is a 
testifying of the things we do know, and 
which God has called us to bear witness 
to. Election, the calling out of the world 
into the Church of those who are far 
from Him, is God's principle of action 
in this dispensation of grace and witness- 
bearing, is the means whereby they are 
gathered out — " Ye shall be witnesses unto 
Me." 

At certain parts north and south of 
the equator, the wind blows steadily in 
one direction, and the skilful sea-captain, 
taking advantage of this, shapes his course 
accordingly. He keeps his ship's head 
pointing in the right direction, and setting 
every stitch of canvas, the trade-winds 
swell out every sail and sweep the good 
ship onward on its course. And as the 
wind bloweth where it listeth, so the 
Spirit breatheth where He willeth ; and 
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he who is a wise and skilful minister of 
Christ — he who knows the end for which 
power from on high has been given, who 
knows the set of this heavenly breeze 
which the Lord hath sent out of His 
treasuries, keeps his heart for ever pointing 
in the right direction, centred in the great 
end of his ministry— /^///wowy for Jesus; 
and spreading out all his powers of spirit, 
soul, and body, to catch the God-given 
breeze, is borne along in triumph to the 
glorious goal. 

Having thus considered the source and 
the direction of this power, let us next direct 
our attention to its order and extent, 
which are here so intimately blended 
that we shall consider them together. It 
is power from on high ; it is power for 
witness-bearing ; but, we may ask, is there 
any order to be observed in this witness- 
bearing? are there any with whom we 
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are at all times to begin ? is there a definite 
point of departure, a definite line of de- 
velopment ? There is — "Ye shall be 
witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and to the 
uttermost part of the earth." These words 
indicate the order in which this witness- 
bearing is to be undertaken, and that order 
is from the centre outwards ; first, those 
who are near and known, then those who 
are far and unknown. This is the heavenly 
order, but it is the hardest. Jesus Himself 
adopted it. He began His ministry in 
Nazareth, and testified that a prophet had 
no honour in his own country. But though 
hard, it is heavenly, as may be seen by 
the grace and the wisdom it exhibits. 

It is heavenly because of the grace it 
exhibits. Jerusalem sinners, the hardest 
and the guiltiest, will still have a chance, 
and the first chance : to the worst the 
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door will first be opened. Then after 
them those nearest in guilt — all Judea ; 
then the more distant Samaria (shut out 
hitherto) as a link between Jews and 
Gentiles ; then, last of all, and not 
till these are overtaken, the most distant 
parts of the earth. Grace can be traced 
in every footstep here-, but we can also 
see the profoundest wisdom, for this order 
is the very best that could be adopted to 
attain the end aimed at. How perfectly 
did it fit into the mental and spiritual 
constitution of those to whom the com- 
mission was given. Their education, their 
habits of thought and feeling, their reli- 
gious knowledge, their idiosyncrades, even 
their peculiarities, fitted them in an especial 
manner to begin their testimony at Jeru- 
salem, and continue it towards the uttermost 
parts of the earth, by way of Judea and 
Samaria. And when God would carry it 
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indeed to these uttermost parts, He will 
raise up another instrument in Saul of 
Tarsus, as eminently fitted to carry on the 
work to its utmost extent as those here 
were fitted to begin it. 

In our own days, this should be the 
rule : testimony should commence with 
the nearest, in the family, among friends, 
in the Church, in the world. This may 
be — it is the hardest order, but it is the 
heavenly, and in keeping it is great 
reward. 

But while witness-bearing is to begin 
at home, it is not to end there. While 
this Divine energy impels us first of all 
to address ourselves to those nearest us, 
it does not confine itself to this narrow 
circle. Such a limitation would be incon- 
sistent with its heavenly source. As the 
higher the source of the river the greater 
the force exerted to urge it far onward in 

R 
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its beneficent course, so this stream of 
blessing coming down from heaven must 
penetrate lo the remotest parts of earth ; 
the wide world is the only limit to the 
testimony. 

May we not think that in those words, 
" Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the uttermost 
part of the earth," Jesus anticipates His 
ascension ? There lay Jerusalem at His 
feet ; the hills of Judea rose around ; 
Samaria was not far distant; and then the 
vast dark region stretched beyond. When 
He rose from the mount, to physical vision 
His horizon steadily expanded. So now 
to His spiritual eyesight the spiritual 
horizon expands. He sees circle upon 
circle of widening testimony, till the frag- 
rance of His name is borne to the most 
distant corners of the earth. The Acts 
of the Apostles are the practical unfolding 
of this word of Jesus. Paul, who above 
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all was influenced by this heavenly power, 

and testified in this heavenly order, is 

heard at the end uttering a solemn word 

to those near ones who had rejected the 

testimony: "Be it known unto you that 

the salvation of Gk)d is sent to the 

Gentiles, and they will hear it." To the 

Gentiles it has come, even to us that 

dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea. 

We have heard it, in testimony whereof 

we seek to carry on the work still further, 

and in the same heavenly order. Looking 

around on the ruin with which we are 

surrounded — to the gross darkness which 

covers the people — we feel that the same 

power spoken of in these words before 

us is needed now, and impelled by it we 

seek to go onward ; for we know that 

even in the midst of the vilest oF the 

human race there are possibilities of glory, 

and honour, and blessing, accruing to God 

ill 
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through the action of this mighty power. 
"What though the powers of evil are 
rampant around ; what though spiritual 
death obtrudes itself in all its loathesome- 
ness on every hand, only let this heavenly 
power be brought to bear upon it, and 
glorious will be the result. To apply 
illustratively and in a spiritual sense the - 
statements of another.* Perhaps apart 
from organic remains there is nothing 
more loathsome than the mud of some 
of our large cities. It generally consists 
of four parts — clay, sand, soot, and water, 
and these are mutually antagonistic, like the 
ungodly masses of society. But take an 
ounce of such mud, and there are the possi- 
bilities of beautiful and precious things even 
in it. Suppose it separated absolutely into 
its four component parts, and each part 
allowed to rest and to follow its own 

* RuskiD. 
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natural instinct of unity, how wondrous 
will be the result ! Look first at the clay. 
It becomes a white earth, and even already 
by aid of congealing heat, may, as porcelain, 
fitly adorn the palace of a king ; but leave 
it still quiet, and it will become not only 
white but clear, not only clear but hard, 
and so set as 'to gather out the loveliest 
blue rays from the sunbeam, and now we 
call it a sapphire. Next, turn to the sand : 
it also becomes a white earth, then it 
becomes clear and hard, and finally arranges 
itself in mysterious and infinitely fine paral- 
lel lines, which reflect the blue, green, 
purple, and red rays, and we call it opal. 
Next, see the soot. It can't make itself 
white, but it turns harder and harder, 
and at last comes out clearer than crystal, 
and the hardest thing in the world. For 
its blackness it has obtained the power of 
reflecting all the rays of light in the most 
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vivid blaze any solid thing can emit, and 
we call it a diamond. Lastly, we have the 
water. It is contented enough if it reaches 
the purity of the dew-drop ; but let us 
crystallise it into a star of snow, and now 
for our ounce of slime, we have a sapphire, 
an opal, and a diamond, set in a star of 
white, fit ornament for earth's mightiest 
potentate. Such synthesis as this is im- 
possible in natural chemistry, but it is not 
so in spiritual. Looking at the seething 
mass of moral pollution in the world, we 
might ask. Can anything beautiful or pre- 
cious come out of it ? Yes ; in the light 
of this Word we can answer. Yes. By 
the alluring power of the Cross, and the 
sweet influences of the Spirit, by the power 
of this fire sent down from heaven, by 
the alchemy of the Holy Ghost, the earthly 
can be changed into the heavenly sapphire, 
the degraded into the princely opal, the 
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vile into the precious diamond. Of how 
many sunk in the horrible pit, amid the 
miry clay, has God even now spoken the 
word, "They shall be Mine in that day 
when I make up My jewels." 

** Ye shall be witnesses unto Me in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and to the uttermost part of the earth.** 
After Jesus had uttered these words He 
ascended ; and as the little group still 
gazed into heaven, two men stood by them 
in white apparel, and said, " Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven ? This same Jesus which is taken 
up from you into heaven shall so come 
in like manner as ye have iseen Him 
go into heaven." And we are told 
they returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy, to wait for this power from on 
high, to work in its energy in an ever- 
widening circle of testimony, to reveal 



248 The Commission of 

the mystery hitherto hid in God, and 
to long and look for that time when 
— ^the toils of witness-bearing for ever 
over, the full tale of Jesus' sufferings in 
His members filled up, all the members 
of the Church gathered in — ^His feet again 
should stand upon the Mount of Olives, 
and He should establish the kingdom in 
power and great glory, His knowledge 
filling the earth as the waters cover the 
sea. Will their glorious anticipations be 
realised? Looking back on eighteen cen- 
turies of witness-bearing, and outwards on 
the vast unoccupied fields, we might be 
inclined to answer. No ; but remembering 
the Word that cannot lie, we answer, 
Yes, for ** the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. O earth ! thou grain of sand 
on the great ocean of the universe of 
God, thou Bethlehem among the princes 
of the regions of heaven, thou art, and 
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thou wilt ever be, among ten thousand 
times ten thousand suns and planets, 
the loved one, the elect of the Lord. 
Thee will He visit again." As thou 
hast beheld, the depth of His abase- 
ment, thou shalt behold the splendour 
of His glory -, as thou didst clothe 
thyself in mourning at His Cross, thou 
shalt don thy garments of glory at His 
return ; as thou didst shudder and groan 
at His death, thou shalt shout for joy 
at the manifestation of His majesty ; 
as thou hast already given Him a 
grave, thou shalt yet provide Him a 
throne. Surely the anticipation of these 
things should nerve each of us to our 
witness-bearing, wherever our God has 
placed us. And listening now, not like 
these men of Galilee to the voice of 

angels, but to Jesus' own voice when 
He cries, " Lo, I come quickly ! " may 
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we, anticipating, trusting, rejoicing, tesu- 
fying, send back the cry which above 
all others is grateful to His heart — 
"Amen, even so, come. Lord Jesus." 
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